
  

THE  CANADIAN  POLIO  EXPERIENCE 

APersonal  Journey 
ugh  the  Past   

fided  five-year-0ld  Neil 
Young  to  his  father,  Scott  Young,  after  encountering  polio  in 
Omemee,  Ontari0,  in  the  late  summer  of  1951.  Reading  the 

1  Young,  as  told  by  his 
s  the  beginning  of  ロア 

personal  polio  story.  Yet  @ ノ story  is  not  like  those  collected  by  Sally 
Aitken,  Helen  D'Orazi0,  and  Stewart  Valin  in  their  Walking  Fingers:  The 
Sfory  寸 POlioand  皿 。 5cWhoLi" 。 ad  with  L 。 tw"  。 fwhiCh  、 ，。， 。 printed 
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powerful  effect  on  @ ア life  as  a  historian. 
As  a  means  of  providing  some  historical  context  about  the  Canadian 

polio  experience,  but  rather  than  simply  writing  a  summary  of  the  main 
elements  of  the  epidemic  and  early  vaccine  eras,  and  in  keeping  with  the 
flavour  of  the  Walking  Fingers  extracts,  I  thought  a  personal  approach 
would  be  more  appropriate.  I  was  also  inspired  by  Michael  Bliss    s  confes ﾂ 
sional  article  in  the  premier  issue  of  this  journal  about  how  he  arrived  at 
being  a  medical  historian.3  Moreover,  there  are  several  recent  summaries 
of  the  Canadian  polio  story  available  in  print ﾑ including  the  Walking 
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