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During 2023, St. John's West Toronto is celebrating its 100th 
year on Humberside Ave., the third church in the parish's 
history. The first St. John's church opened on Nov. 20, 1881, 
at the intersection of Dundas St. West and St. John's Road. 
The cornerstone for the second St. John's church was laid 
next to the first on May 11, 1889. The move of the parish to 
288 Humberside began with the laying of a cornerstone on 
May 5, 1923, and the opening of the third church on Nov. 4, 
1923. The full history of St. John's is represented in its 
cornerstone. 
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This booklet, and the wall posters are the result of distilling hundreds 
of documents that have been retrieved from various archives and 
also discovered in the church basement, balcony and belltower.  
Every document discovered has been scanned, organized and made 
accessible on the 100th website but, most importantly, an ongoing 
process of creating as complete a historical archive as possible for 
proper storage at the Diocese of Toronto Archives to ensure that the 
rich history of St. John’s and the people that made it special in 
decades past are not forgotten. 



Introduction 
St. John’s was built by the architectural firm Gordon & Helliwell, which specialized in the 
popular gothic revival style and designed most of their church buildings for the 
Presbyterian Church, though Church of the Messiah on Avenue Road is another example 
of work they did for the Anglican Church. St. John’s is a relatively unadorned example of 
the gothic revival style, which is consistent with the firm’s other work. For ornate details, 
one needs to look to the interior woodwork and windows, whose beauty and detail is 
highlighted by the unique colour scheme of the interior walls.  
 
Church design is undergirded by the idea that the Church is the place where heaven and 
earth meet. The incarnational nature of the Christian faith –the belief that God reaches 
out to humanity through the world, most notably in the incarnation of Christ – has, from 
the Church’s earliest days, inspired artists and architects to communicate the tenets of 
the faith through their works.  
 
Broadly speaking, the elements of church architecture are guided by a desire to reflect 
the nature and the goal of the life of faith. The nave, which takes its name from navis, the 
Latin word for a ship, is the main body of the church and the place where worshippers a 
place where we embark on our earthly journey of faith. These resonances are visible at 
St. John’s both in the shape of the nave and the wooden beams of the ceiling. Looking 
up, one can easily imagine that they are entering the hold of a great ship as they walk 
through the doors.  
 
St. John’s is also an example of a cruciform church, meaning that the building as a whole 
is shaped like a cross. The nave, chancel, and sanctuary run along the vertical axis, 
while the horizontal beam of the cross is represented in the transepts. Church buildings 
are often intentionally shaped like this central symbol of the Christian faith both as a sign 
to passersby and a reminder to worshippers that worship and the life of faith are meant to 
reflect the complete and self-giving love of Christ. At St. John’s, the transepts now 
contain the children’s corner and a space for hospitality, where food is served at coffee 
hour and events. This use of the space reflects the high value St. John’s worshipping 
community places on inclusivity and hospitality as important ways of living out our faith in 
Jesus. 
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A Note on Sound 
People often notice that sound carries in a particular way in church buildings, and this is 
true. Historically, liturgy and church music have been influenced by the architectural 
design of church buildings. While the soaring arches of the gothic style point one’s gaze 
toward the heavens, they also lead to a high level of reverberation. The chant styles used 
by priests and other ministers and musical compositions intended for use in worship are 
often intentionally adapted to the physical proportions of church buildings. In many 
cases, these musical compositions can only achieve their intended effect when played in 
churches (or buildings with similar acoustics).  
 
More recently, an emphasis in the opposite direction has begun to influence both 
architectural choices concerning church buildings and choices about how the interior 
space is used. A desire for the people to be able to understand and participate in the 
worship service has made the intelligibility of what is said and sung a priority. This move 
toward intelligibility and participation can been seen at St. John’s in the architecture itself, 
in the decision to move the altar into the nave and closer to the main body of 
worshippers, and in the use of modern technology.  
 

by the Rev. Alexandra Stone 
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**** NOTES ***TTHE STORY OF THE COLOURS  
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WHERE WE USED TO BE
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PPARISH PARTNERSHIPS  
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WWHY WE ARE WHERE WE ARE  
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RRENEWING A CONCERTS LEGACY  
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CCORNERSTONES STORIES  
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OORGAN LEGGACIES  
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PPERSONALIZING THE WAR MEMORIAL  

 St. John’s Remembrance Day service includes reading the names on its War 

Memorial Plaque to honor parishioners who died during the two World 

Wars 

 There are 41 names on the WWI list and 28 names on the WWII list 

 War Memorial Plaque created in 1963 

 Today, the Canadian Virtual War Memorial website, from Veterans 

Canada, provides information that personalizes the names on the St. John’s 

War Memorial Plaque 

 For example:  

 Harry H. Evans, of 1978 Dundas St., killed in action at age 21 in Sept. 

1916 

 Arthur William Rawlinson of 446 Clendenan Ave, age 36, also killed in 

action in Sept 1916 

 Jack Bray, father of three, killed in Italy in Sept 1944 

 Douglas J. Banks, of 569 Annette St., killed in action at age 21 at 

Dieppe during World War II 
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TTHE BELLS OF ST. JOHN’S  
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WWINDOWS ON ST. JOHN’S  

 

 

 

 

 


