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Enitorial

How often do we speak of this subject of prayer in a self-
complacent way, and never realize that it is a subject of untold
magnitude and of great importance. Like all important subjects,
it has its difficulties, and it is to provide a solution to these prob-
lems and to construct a helpful attitude towards the matter of
prayer that this article is written.

Problems of Prayer.

What are the problems which have to be met? In the first
place, men are asking, ‘Does prayer link us with God, or is it
only ‘reflex action,” or ‘subjective infl 7" Some theol ;l
psychologists, psychiaters and mystics say prayer is ol ly a

britual i ipline and th ic. Again, one asks, “If God be
Father, why pray2” Does not the love of God make our prayer
superfluous? He knows what is best for us, and will He not
bestow His gifts without our demand? Following this thought,
the question arises, “May I pray for everything?" “Surely ther
are some things even a Father must not have forced upon Hi
Then oftentimes, whether or not we ask for everything, as a
matter of fact we do, prayer is dominant desire, My spoken
prayer and my heart's desire are quite at variance. I ask for
spiritual blessing, but I want the good things of the world.
These are very modern problems in regard to prayer, and at
first they seem very difficult. Yet they have their solution.
& The Solution of the Problems.

Does prayer link us with God? The Pharisee in the parable
prayed thus with himself. But, in his case the prayer was adver-
tised to God, and our Lord means us to see Him as self-deceived. 4
It is admitted on all sides that prayer may accomplish many
things by drawing irom the h of past experience,
subconscious seli. But ;’1 thi: all? No, beside all ﬁ.:i" there is o;
: t and significant “Plus.”” Prayer is more than a type >

i ',,gn ics, a form of icul Fosdick says this
kind of prayer is not likely to persist long. A thoughtiul
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