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Chitorial 5,
Last month the subject of Prayer was treated from two stand- :
points: the problems of prayer and the solution of these problems.
If the dificulties have been faced, there is a great spiritual uplift
in turning to the teaching and practice of Jesus in prayer and to
. show irom it the power of prayer. S
. The Teaching of Jesus.

What did Christ teach about prayer? It is not easy to answe
this question b our hing is ional, and His
. eternal; He is untouched, for instance, I:f the difficulties raised by
~ our present knowledge of snﬁgch_tion. he traditions of the wt i

" have merely been to pray. “Pray more,” says the preacher. “We
can't think of much to say,” the people reply. So words are pro-
vided, and oftentimes they are repeated with little thought of
their meaning, till prayer degenerates into patter. Now we
know Christ taught that this was wrong. He condemns vain
repetitions and all methods which assume that men will be heard
for their much speaking. This suggests that the words ‘used in
public worship should be few and well chosen. In our Anglican

_ service the Collects for every Sunday carry out this idea.

~ Jesus condemned all ostentation in prayer; it is the Pharisees
- who “for a pretence make long pnxers' ; indeed He seems to
) ds publicity in prayer altog and, ding to Mat-
~ thew, He says definitely that ‘men's prayer should be private
© (Matt, 6: 5-6). This no doubt does not fer to public worship -
" in any sense, but is simply to create a stronj ssion on the
- value of private prayer. ds definition of
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