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Church Petvs

Jesus was in the habit of going to Church. The Jewish
Synagogue was the Church of His time, and it was said of Jesus
that He entered, as His custom was, into the Synagogue on the
Sabbath Day. Why should Jesus have gone to Church? We
believe that He was the most spiritual man in all history. Why
should this fine soul, so sensitive to Nature's every charm, so
attuned to her every whispering voice, have shut Himself up
within the four walls of a building to worship? It was because
Jesus recognized that the Church was the unique custodian of .
the spiritual life. The Church has always been the E_uardian
of the highest moral and spiritual values of the race. Through
prayer and song and spoken word culminating in action, the
Church i feebly, i heroically, but always has
said that life is more than that which we touch and see and
weigh; that life is more than the possession of things. More-
over, she has declared that you are not striving single-handed
against the forces of evil, but the spiritual forces of the universe,

Himself, are on your side. 2

Because these thinglg are so, the pews in our Churches are 4
an interesting study. They look very much alike, but they are .,;
in reality widely different. They are representative of a type. R
Let us consider a few of them. For instance, there is the :i

B

critical pew. This pew has ideals. Everything must come up to
its standards. When all other pews are impressed it remains
It gives attention to the music and
ce and is somewhat hard to please.

silent and unresponsive,

n for his share of attention from the
critical pew, for the building is always too hot or too cold, too
stuffy or too drafty. Only once in a time does the critical
pew find things to its liking, and then, like every other chronic
critic the world over, says never a word of praise or encourage-
ment. A London paper gives an interesting account of a swarm

¢ pon_nmon
of the roof of a church. Recently they abused their privilege,
came down into the church itseli and stung the minister and
congregation. Some one who understood the handling of bees
was called in, and now they have more suitable quarters in
hive and the church is at peace. The bee is a fine insect, and
for centuries it has - c ded for its ind “But for
all that it is no model f thelf‘ and no fit
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