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RITES OF INCLUSION, COMMITTMENT, AND PASSAGE

The events of Baptism, Marriage and Burial are an intergal part of the individual thris;ia;\‘
life and the life of the Community of the Church. They are rites of Passage for bot
the individual and the Community.

Baptism is the Sacrament of both new life and inclusion into the Body of Christ. Baptism
is the beginning of our life in Christ. The normal place and time for this celebration 15;‘
in the midst of the congregation at the Sunday Eucharist. Baptism is the Sacrament 0
Committment and Eucharist is the sacrament of nurture and growth.

The Sacrament of Holy Marriage is the
committment of a man and a woman to
be one flesh under vows. The couple are

e o ot o e n e ¢ the celebrants of this sacrament and the
and all £ is life; % . 3 :
bt above ll for yous immeasurable ove priest blesses this public witness. The
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Chnst; purpose of mapriage is the love, caring,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 3 ibl th Py of a
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, SUPPOI‘( and if pOSSlb. e e ral§1ng <
Bt s e Christian family. It is the basic unit of
we may show forth vour praise, = A .
not only with our lips, B el society and the basic community of the
by Ziving up ourseives to your service, isti i
&= e byoralinE Balore Yol F:ht_xrch. Thg norm for Chns.tlgn marriage
| in holiness and righteousness all our davs; is in the midst of a Eucharistic assembly
through Jesus Chnst our Lord, : 5
1o whom with you and the Holy Spirit, after .preparatlon by a priest and takes
be honour and glory throughout all ages. Amen. place in the Church.

Christian burial is the celebration in
thanksgiving for the life of a Christian
Communicant. It is appropriate that
Christians plan their funeral in consultation
with their parish priest just as they would
make a will. The normal place for a
Christian Funeral is the parish church
in the midst of a Eucharistic Assembly.
Christians believe the power of the
Resurrection overcomes the sting of death.

In future articles in this newsletter we will deal with both the practicalities and theology
of these rites of passage. Baptism, Marriage and Burial and the major turning points in

Christian living. They are sustained and nurtured by Eucharistic living andcelebration
in word and sacrament.




A.A. a Major Outreach at St. John's ‘

Alcoholism is a major medical and societal problem in Canad
physically and psycologically addicted to the drug ethal a}cohql,,
affects the lives of four to six other persons. Alcoholism is
people and families who live in West Toronto. :

About a year ago St. John's opened its do A E
Alcoholics Anonymous. The group has grown and fi a
in the area. On many Sunday nights the open A.A. ill I
as our Sunday morning Services. Men, women and young people come N
Toronto but from all over the city fo find strength, hope, courage an
seek to live new lives in the place of addiction, dispair and

Sunday nights at 8:30 p.m. there is an Open Mee ‘
alcoholics are welcome. On Fridays at 8:30 p.m. tf
for alcoholics only. The only requirement for members: D i
ing. A.A. groups are fully self-supporting. §an

In the 1930's an Episcipal priest in ‘New York City
the two founders establish A.A. ~ From the very st
tive of "the Program’ and have offered '

Robert and William both offer
There are almost always one or
into a rehabilitation program or j
These people usually worship






WILLIAM GOES TO AFRICA :
One of the vocations of the Order of the Holy Cross jS_"ifS inter__h” 1

= iy 55 ¢ .
and inter-racial character. Holy Cross has been involved in missionar wo
for over sixty years, first in Liberia and now in 'two areas of Ghana.

William will leave on October 7th and return on Octob
visit Philip Quaque Monastary and Noviate, lecture a
founded by the Order in Cape Coast, and visit the new house ¢
Kumasi. He will also preach in several p?risha and missions '_
$e) ] ) S
Mrs. Patricia James, an Associate and Companion
on the trip. Pat will be making a video cassette of the ]
and the U.S. for educational and fund raising purposes.
in West Africa is thriving with full churches o'n. un
West Africa is beginning the process of deve!
native music and drums.
St. John's will be prayed for on October 11th at th
You'll hear more about the trip when William returns
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¢ in the Peace, by
In the liturgy we are fed by the Word of God, by each other in ce,
in the sacrament of His Body and Blood in order that we may i‘:t;\ a.n;:l_;:lo :::e dine
in the world. Ministry and service is the vocation of every Christi
Holy Table of the Lord.

o i ; i ‘and ec"on
When we work for "justice, freedom, and peace" in the political an : ¢
society we are doing Christian Ministry. When we feed the poor, clo;he:-th: aked, |
the sick, we proclaim the Kingdon until he comes again. When we S :’9 L |

our children, our neighbors and our friends we are doing the work of Chris

The connection between liturgy and living, between what we do in
what we do the six other days of the week, is e}s{;e:}t}&l{ 1{5OLES '{? :
real and meaningful. g e e
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