NEWSLETTER

ADVENT AND CHRISTMASTIDE 1987

Advent is my favorite season, and though the liturgical, scriptural emphasis appeals to
me greatly, it is more for meteorological reasons than for theological (at least in the
narrow academic sense of the word) that it has so great a hold on my affections. Have
you ever noticed the dawning of a December day? The horizon has a patina of rosy magenta,
Just the right shades for this violet season. It is as if all creation is working to translate
into natural and awe inspiring terms the majesty and wonder of this Church Season -a
season in which we wait and long, and wait and long for the coming of the Saviour.

To help us better participate in this royal liturgical feast, I'm reprinting the following
introduction from our Church School Curriculum "Living the Good News"™:

During the season of Advent the northern hemisphere grows increasingly <.1ark, the .days
shorter, and the nights longer. But darkness cannot maintain its grip. With the winter
solstice (December 21), darkness gives way to light.

The kingdom of God also breaks through the incresing darkness of the world. In the darkness
of the Roman occupation of Palestine, the Messiah, Jesus Christ, was born. It is not too
much to hope that the Messiah will make his presence known today and will radiate the
light of his love in a world blinded by wars and the shadows of sin. God's kingdom brings
light, revealing the ugliness of human sin and guiding us from that ugliness to the path
of life in the kingdom.

Advent — literally "coming"” — is the first season of the Chruch year and the time of
preparation for our celebration of the birth of Jesus our Lord. But Advent is not simply
a reminiscence of past history. We also anticipate the Second Coming of the same Jesus
— the great day of the Lord — when all of God's promises will find their fulfillment.

There are actually three dimensions to Advent: past, present and future. The past is
Jesus' birth almost 2,000 years ago and the future is his Second Coming at the end of time.
For us the most immediate yet overlooked dimension is the present. Jesus comes to us
now in Word and Sacrament, in prayer and praise, in his Body, the Church. By the work
of the Holy Spirit, the Jesus who was born in the past in Bethlehem and who will come
in the future (Judgment Day) is present to us and in us, since we are his Body now.

It is tempting to focus on only one dimension of Jesus' coming, or perhaps two of them,
but in reality all three need to be kept in balance. Our present experience
of Jesus must be firmly b grounded in the Gospel record of Jesus'
life and teachings and tempered by our expectation of his
final coming in judgment. Likewise, the reality |

b, of Jesus present in his Body should l
o)\ not he ignored by looking |
y\y)sentimentally to the past or \
A\3¢, longingly |

33 to the future.
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LOOK, I AM STANDING AT THE DOOR, KNOC
AND OPENS THE DOOR, I WILL COME IN TO sl:{l;‘gi; :{l;sorI;EAOP YOU HEA
L,

RS
SIDE BY Syn o CALLING



i he world 2,000 years
Lord, who came into th o
Z:ce! who ;vill come again to judge the world,‘ calls the
Church to be faithful to the QOSpel and to bring others
into a saving relationship with the One whom Jesys

called "Abba".

themes dominate our .Advent qbservances:
;:;r:ir;;ent, preparation, and rejoicing. At first glance,
Jesus' teaching about the Day ot: Judgment.(Adventl)
seems to be negative and threatening. There is a strong
note of judgment. But jor Jesus' hearers as well as
for the original readers of the Gospel, news 91: the
impending day of the Lord was reason for rejoicing.
Faced with the possibilty of persecution and martyrdom,
the early followers of Jesus waited with joyful
anticipation for his coming glory. For them and for
us, the Day of Judgment is not a day of condempanon
but of vindiction. On that day, all the world will see
the promises of God fulfilled.

John the Baptist, the "patron saint" of Aqvent, prepares
the way for the coming Lord. Even .hlS message of
judgment and repentance (Advent 2) is seen as part
of the Good News: "The beginning of the gospel (literally
"good news") of Jesus Christ, the Son of God" (Mark
1:1). He hails Jesus as the "Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world" (Advent 3); rejoicgs to see
the one whose coming he has heralded, "This joy of
mine is now full" (alternative Gospel for Advent 3);
and adds, in words that might serve as a motto for all
followers of Jesus, "He must increase, but I must
decrease."

Finally, the Gospel for Advent 4 gives us the magnificent
annunciation scene that has inspired some of the greatest
7 art of the Western world. The angel Gabriel announces
'\‘ > ‘ that Mary's son "will be great" and "will be called holy,
e 7 ) the Son of God." Mary's response is the Christian's
6 7/%\ model for rejoicing in God's will: "Let it be to me
2 }l A according to your word."
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Having prepared for the coming of the Lord, the feast
of Christmas becomes the celebration of the reality
of the Incarnation in time and history. The Lord who
promises to be among us has come and continues to
be with us, now and till the end of the age: "And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace
and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father" (Jn. 1:14).

On the First Sunday of Christmas, the Gospel reminds
us that the coming of Christ was not for condemnation
but for salvation. Those who receive the message of
Christ become new people. No longer estranged from
God by sin, they become heirs of the promises of God.
"But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God; who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
the will or man, but of God" (Jn. 1:12-13). This is the
Good News that the angels bring to the shepherds and
to all who will hear the voice of God. Human beings
need no longer live in darkness; the Light has come.

Advent leads us to remember that we are a

live '"between." We live between the Incarai:?;: z::g
the Parousia, the day of the Lord. This present it
of "betweenness" is not a time of the absence of Gme
but a time filled with the voice of God callin £
out of the darkness of sin into the bl'ightnessg gfe Shis
kingdom. Those of us who live in the light t the
form the words of God's call. = Sg€ther
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PUTTING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS n ;

The Santa Claus Parade! Downtown Toronto, 35 shopping days before
Christmas, packed with people of all ages, colours and creeds. Throngs
lined the sidewalks, enjoying the bands playing "Deck the Halls" and "Here
Comes Santa Claus". Coloured floats, clowns, princesses and larger than
life animals danced by to everyone’'s enjoyment. Finally, after Santa flew
by several stories high on a green and vhite float, we left the crowd and
went into a nearby mall before making our way home. In the mall of course

were brightly coloured Christmas trees, Dickencian Christmas wreaths and
Garfield Christmas stockings with the embroidered message "Gimme! Gimme!".
After restoring ourselves with pre-Christmas goodies ve boarded the ‘subway
and as we headed back home one might vell ask where was Christ in ‘a:':);rnof
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It was clear of course from the outset ‘that Christ W
focus of the event, that being reserved ‘for Santa Claus an ~commerc
 spirit he represents. Ebenezer Scrooge was also there, “vl'len'ﬁlar’ge
adults with video cameras bullied small ‘children and families maintained
their sidewalk tenancy with sullen hostility. ‘Even Scrooge and Santa,
however, could not destroy the loving spirits of the;”"e_y%n:ﬁ?fsel‘
Children’s faces shone with excitement | . they vatched the colours parade
by. Parents holding toddlers ‘on their shoulders, danced to hin

bands and when the "punkers
"Frosty the Snowman" the whole sidewalk joined

there if you were open to his Y50
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Has it always been lilt,e'-this? Chr

long before (:lu:i.st*'hiilself'vasf‘;b'&_:w
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ST.JOHN’S

The following items were excerpted from letters of appreciation s
3 ¢ ST < in 1R
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sl Darrell Vright
A il ? Yol goead B b g
I wish to thank all of you for the gift I received Sunda
very generous offering from you to me which has helped cons
pursuit of my most addictive and most happily indulge
enjoying books. Upon this, I would thank all you
people, big people and little people for something which
much longer, that is, an opportunity to learn.
N ) AL 7 S e i deds LARE e Sa ¢ » i
You have shared vith«ne.yourg:lfts%f,;l.ove qnﬁﬁ;r,gy}ﬁ
things, I thank you. I am to be an ordained mini.
~and much to think about, and much to ask God abou
John’s have helped me to ‘engage  the d
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Vhy are attendances at most Nor i i

th American church services declining? This
;sda question that has vexed the church for the past two decades gt more,
vn ;)ne to which a great many answers have been given. In this context, I
as interested to read "FRAGMENTED GODS" by Reginald Bibby recently.

Bibby is well known to many of us through his "Anglitrends" study of th
Toronto Dic{cese, which was the focus of several Edvisory Board };neeting:
after its introduction almost two years ago. "Fragmented Gods" expands
upon the_same theme, and documents the ’‘consumer’, pick and chose approach
to religion and the church. Simply put, many non-attenders today remain
loosely affiliated with the denominations of their childhood, but attend
primarily only for "Rites of Passage" (baptism, confirmation, marriage and

funerals). They also pick and chose among those beliefs and dogmas that
fit their existing value structures.

Further, Bibby has found that Church attenders, non-attenders and
non-believers all have virtually identical views on most moral issues.
There is apparently no discernible impact of the churches on the major
personal and social issues of today.

While at first this may seem disheartening and disappointing for those
involved in the Church, Bibby concludes with a vision of how the Church can
regain its personal and social importance. I quote Bibby: "It seems to me
that religion can have an important place in Canada and the rest of the
modern world if it can reconnect GOD, SELF and SOCIETY". In other words,
the Church needs to speak louder about God, about the numinous spiritual
dimensions of life that 1lie beyond the ‘understanding of science and our
physical senses. At the same time, the Church needs to reassert the belief
that all people are made in the image of God and have incredible potentia]:.
Further, the Church should encourage all individuals to fully develop this
potential on all levels, physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual.
Finally, a Church that is in touch with God, and one that highly values
each individual, must speak loudly and clearly on social issues of
injustice and inhumanity.

w this can apply to individual parishes, Bibby cites the
zga::%:ségazﬁehghurch of St. gghn the Divine in Victoria, B.C. First, the
church attempts to preach a Biblically sound gospel and is aware of the
need to address questions of meaning and purpose. The congregation is known

jts stand on social issues such as race relations and the nuclear
or ion. A group of the activist-minded within the parisﬁ meet each week,
auest 2 d the Scriptures on peace and justice, trying to establ?sh
i stui basis for action". Developing community and supporting
?ﬁsi‘eigz; growth are the other main focuses of the parish.

ing us that the word "religion“’ is derived from the
Bibl.)y egdzlfyarziminseari‘ing to reconnect. Reconnecting the numinous, tl'.xe
in;n'andr socgiety,' he suggests, should be the goal of the Church as it
s

enters the 21st. century. Jim Crummey

Introducing Our New Theology Student

i in the Masters of Divinity programme at Trinity College and
gam ™ _thxrdtg'esatr ?I::ﬁﬁ: tas part of my training. While my home base is now in Waterloo,
2l c'ov:xeany frc;m just outside of the Village of Elora in the Diocese of Niagara, where
La?b?;;%lp John Bothwell has been Bishop for many years. It's taken some time to get
u.::d to life in the big city, but I think that I've finally got a handle on it! I received my
B. A. from Queen's University with a rpajor in Canadian history and while in Kingston,
attended St. George's Cathedral and sang in the choir.

Upon graduating, I returned to Elora and took a position at a small private school, teac'ni.ng
classes in Music and Religious Knowledge. I became very active in my home parish, taking
duties as assistant organist and becoming a licenced lay reader. I have a great interest
in outreach programmes, working for Frontier College while doing my undergraduate degree
and with the mentally handicapped for the past two and a half years.

Bruce Chalmers




Stop 103

We are all acquainted with Stop 103 as an agency run by the Anglica
vhich is a fc?od bank for people who need stop-gap meals to tide the ove,
for a very short time. Clients are provided with a shopping bag containing

only a few necessities (e.g., 6 eggs, 1 cup of oatmeal, 175 grams of
margarine, etc.). It is designed not as a permanent means of assj =
but only to help supplement the food supply until the next cheque

in a day or two. Stop 103 has been in existence 7 years, and
financial and food contributions from the public. Most of the w
103 is done by volunteers.

DV 8
Members of the congregation of St. John’s have been supporters of Stop 10
for a long time, by making contributions of both food and money at ¢t

church every week. d X
anaaRmad i v

But there may be some aspects of Stop 103 vhich will surprise you - Onl
single clients are dealt with here. Families and single pare
referr to other agencies. though clothes are not 'di!pensg%'
Stop 103, vouchers are obtainable which may be exchanged for good
clothing at certain churches around the city. R cnnw;g;w i
N noH A8 W
Not everyone is lucky enough to have cooking facilities ’sf:;rhesq\'g
tinned goods, rather than things which have to be cooked. So e pe

have a hot plate which enables them to boil water and handle _!@liggq

tasks. We frequently encounter people without even utens
knives and forks. A bar of soap is often considefed ¥ g

- ‘ PRLC 7y
Stop 103 is badly in need of basic items which most o
garbage. Do you throw away extra shopping bags you g
Miracle Mart? Stop 103 uses clean bags '_vith-ﬁcarry:lngynhand];e'
groceries in. How about those small juice bottles with the
Stop 103 fills these with cooking oil for the food pa
knives and forks from Kentucky Fried Chicken get chucl
bones? Save them for Stop 103. Small yogurt containe
~ filled with margarine or peanu I

cond
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on with Stop 10.
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TRAINING SESSION FOR LECTORS

On Sunday, Decmber 6, after the : i

will le.ac! a session on public reading }r(l) ::ge E:l:;it;?,:“’? Brother William
for wll}xam's sitting in the congration, aside fro.m el the reason
allow him to observe the movement of the liturgy oprete'e“‘:e, is to
months he has compiled a list of helpful hints to. anver the past four
our presentation of the Word. OW Us to sharpen

Those who are interested in being a lector may joi i
join the
readers from Mr. Samaras and Mr. Mitchell's class are alssis?rlxilieg B!

VARDENS’ REPORT

Fall has been a busy and fruitful time for us all at St. John’s. First of
all some notable welcomes and good-byes are in order. Good-bye and thanks
to {(evin. our organist, who is leaving us after 2 years. Thanks for your
dedicated service and sharing your gift of music with us. Best wishes go
with you from all of your many friends at St. John’s. Welcomes go out to
all our new members and friends, too numerous to list individually.
Welcome aboard. And finally, welcome back Brother William, welcome back
from Africa and from your major illness. We missed you -- personally and
professionally (pastorally).

Several new endeavors are undervay this fall but, before we discuss these,

a big thank you to all of our regular helpers; sidespersons, servers, choir

members, lectors, coffee persons, ACW, prayer chain, visitors to shut-ins

etc., etc., etc. Keep up the good work! Our Sunday School is continuing
to grow. Welcome to the new students and thanks you to Dean Samaras and
all his teachers, both old and new. Scouting and Guiding Groups are doing
better than ever and Kathy Gower’s new Beaver Group already has a dozen
eager Beavers! Adult Christian Education is picking up with an on going
bi-weekly Bible Study, the Logos Institute also sponsored one of its
courses here at St. John’s and monthly Adult Forums on Sunday mornings.
Our Outreach Committee has been working with Glendonwynn House as a local
Outreach project, which is proving mutually beneficial.

Looking to the future, we are rapidly approaching the end of the church
year, followed shortly by the end to the financial year. Financially we
are in our all-too-familiar position of not yet being up to budget. Please
reassess your financial commitment and be as generous as you can so that we
can be sure to close out the year on a positive financial note. Our
musical "notes" in Advent and Christmas will be without a regular organist
but Sandi and the choir are working hard on an interesting musical festive

season.
Probably the biggest news of 1988 concerns the possibility of full-time day
care in the church. A day care committee has met several times and is
seriously exploring renovating the church' basement to accommodgte 64
infants, toddlers and pre-schoolers during the day. Preliminary
discussions with Government and Church House_have been very positive. An
architectural firm has been hired to do preliminary plans so that funding
applications can go out to the various funding agencies. Day care is a
very needed service in our area, one that we deeply hope St. John’s vi;l be
able to provide in the not too distant future.

i s to the entire St. John’s family over the upcoming.
Pinally, best gishe A safe and joyous Christmas to everyone.

Christmas and Advent seasons.

Tdrig e B
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MAKING AN ADVENT WREATH
Shape evergreens around any circular object
about 12 inches in diameter—a circle cut
from plywood, heavy wire bent in a circle,
or a large round plate. Place four candle
holders at equal distances around the circle,
or use modeling or florist clay to hold the
candles. A fifth candle representing Christ
may be added to the center of the wreath;
this candle is lit on Christmas Eve. Ready-
made circular forms and holders are avail-
able in some religious supply houses.

Decorate the circular form with evergreens.
The greens may be bound to the loop of
wire with thread or, if other forms are
used, bound to each other by overlapping

the ends. The greens may be sprayed with a

fire-retardant substance to reduce fire

- danger. Add candles and a bow or other %

- simple decorations.
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NEVER THE SAME AGAIN !
Winiam O.H.C.

:n :l:’lg mlasettz:eﬂ:;gz al;ldpa half weeks as a mhsionary i’n"the third world! The ma.laria 1 caughL
g . “want :i : h:iee:elt'hbeen. I am grateful for all your prayers and cards for my
e e wi you some many positlve experiences l had in Ghana, é’wﬁf

I can never be the same agein after what l'have seen
| £ VA ; o
Pat Jones, my travelhng»compamon and I amved in Accra at night :
ride in the back of a iclr-up truck dodgmg pot holes in the road wegarriv
Monastary of the ?Order in Cape Coast. Ghanaxans ‘are known for t
as one of the few wh1 te persons around I never once experienced racis
Lk'r n soel gy

I did extenswe tr“%lling throughout the country to both cities a
and I preached and I experienced the Church as wen as the culture

B

My trip has transformed my hfe.
and witnessed. - H

Four exPeriencs have transformed my life. I stood in the dungeons of the Po
Coast where the Dutch held 1500 human beings to be sold as slav
remembered my y\, great grandfather, a priest in Virginia, who reed
before the _civil war. I remembered my great-greet grendtather who L
slaves on a plantation. My roots came out of a comphc!ty with evll. 1w
in the museum a plcture of Anglican B > Wi ‘rforce, ‘ia”legde
English slave trade during the last centt o) .

Brotheg‘ SamuaL {ook me to
service he conducts. 150 prisioners and

I saw the tace of Christ in so manyoof these a?'o?,,“. ras y‘vin as a I
freedorn. 5 : ””‘« Lo

x m),;&wunimhobm bos oy
One S,%day on t:ie waly to~ {ordination e gg ha‘;lle arrived,




RITES OF PASSAGE: HOLY BAPTISM

Holy Baptism is both initiation and inclusion into the Body of Christ and, part
In the Paschal Mystery, the death and resurrection of Christ. Baptism :
~ the two major sacraments of the Chruch and are "generally necessary for salvatiol

Baptism is the "Sacrament of Committment". It is the act whel
our journey into Christ and participation in his Kingdom have
often been called the "sacrament of discipleship" for this is wher:
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior". G A AL i s

Baptism is not a magical rite or as often
be celebrated in a vacuum - for it presuppose ‘hristi
family who are followers of Jesus. Baptism req preparati
family and sponsors. The appropriate time and place for
Holy Baptism is in the midst of the gathered eucharistic congre
Sundays, especially feast days and during the visitation of the
a private affair but is celebrated by the whole of th Christian
one is made a full Christian — the journ 1 {

Faith and Belief. S bl o o
At. St. John's there are three major symbols we see on enterin
the Pulpit and the Font — Baptism and Word culminates in the Eu

R O R B ANSE . R T s jrred a5k
The water used in Baptism is fo pul ,Q ion, a1

annual

ation.



SUNDAY SCHOOL

We are well int
Education for o
in age from a f

O another year of Christian
ur church children who range
€W months to 12 years old.

The Good News o
bases for the sc
Brian provides the

urriculum provides a fine
hool content and Brother
musical leadership.

The children will be signing a small piece
of music at Christmas, performing a Nativity
Play and early in the new year, on the visit
of the Archbishop, signing an anthem.

All is going well. From time to time we
need volunteers in the nursery. Plese sign
up if we sound an appeal. Thanks.

Brother Brian

E
ESPECIALLY FOR THE LITTLE PEOPL
BUT FOR ALL THE YOUNG AT HEART

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

s

VTN W
s 6 p.m.
‘l\o@ ST. JOHN'S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
Q'

PARTY AND PAGENT

SPECIAL GUEST: SANTA CLAUS HIMSELF

Come join me

T#
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- Here we come a-carolling..... S Mda o 143
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Sunday, December 13, from 2:00 to 5 pm, the choir will be going

o 0 P )
) cl ill be going carolling
neighbourhood and to shut-ins. We'd love to have you come along too on this joyous outreach
to the neighbourhood. Following the carolling, a " ar_m;yp'.-‘ syppg&hqill&be ‘held
parish hall. Please sign up for this event at coffee hour i o3 Rz
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On Wednesday, January 6th
- will be an evening




- Sunday, 29 November

Sunday, 6 December
S day, 13 December

~ Choir Party

Advent I - Processwn and lightin,
Advent II - St. Nicholas' Surprise

Advent III - Full Parish Eucharist
2 pm to 5 pm Carolling and Visits

Advent IV Rev. John Rye, S.0.M.C.
- "South Africa

2 pm Eucharist and Carols at Runnyme

6 pm Children's Pagent and P
Decorating of Church

~ 7:30 pm Fist Eucharist of Christ
~ 10:30 Carols by Candlelight
f C

ch Foundation
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