ST.JOHN’S

NEWSLETTER

LENT AND HOLY WEEK Lent is simply a time for us to prepare
to celebrate Jesus' death and resurrection.
1988 This is the paschal mystery, and it is the

basis and substance of our faith and life
as Christians. How do we prepare? The
prayer book invites us to take on special
acts of reading, prayer, fasting, alms
giving and service. This is part of the
Lenten invitation in the Ash Wednesday
liturgy. For ways of doing this, I refer
you to William's article in this issue entitled
5 "Don't Give Up - Take On'.
(TOTTEL LT

= SO I would like to take this opportunity to
,\ say some things on prayer. All of us pray.

—r ] T We pray differently, but we pray. In the
realest possible sense, we are our prayer.
To quote a favorite 18th century source:
nwhat the lips lack words and time to
express, the heart utters with each beat
as simple souls make their journey into
God." or to quote the very quotable St.
Augustine of Hippo: nthe desire of the
heart constitutes prayer; as long as the

_————'——‘ =% 3 . s >
_m = =z l' ; . TR | heart's charity longs, your prayer is being
AN 7 ! heard."
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""""ﬂl f Also, we need to look at the context of

&‘ Christian prayer. We never pray alone.
X All prayer, as all life, is in and through

Jesus Christ. We are all loved and held

in the sacred, incarnate heart of Jesus.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ.

Make a special effort in Lent to take
a little more time each day to be with
God, to offer thanks for the day and for
greater and growing trust in his love,
justice and mercy. Then, when you finish
the personal devotions rise up" and carry
your prayer out into the world, your world.

Our prayer, Christian prayer, is the prayer
of the baptized. And we are baptized
into his death and resurrection.

Qne more favorite quotation and this
time from the twentieth century:

"Christ did not teach
us to pray, but asked
us to immerse ourselves %
in life. Knowin '/

: g 7
that if we i /
ourselves inlmmtlei;see, ////////,%///////
7

we  would, indeed,

pray." é
Have a blessed and é

holy Lent.
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A Good Neighbour Ministry

A i nprofession . commy
As many of you may know, Care Ring West Toronto is & nonp o
organiza):ion. ¥t is a ezumenic:al project designed to encourage neégh:): ur\sﬂ;::h el el
in times of physical and social difficulty and especially in coping with transpor
loneliness.

C.R.W.T. is affiliated to other Care Ring groups in Ontario all of who
constitutions but are fiscally autonomous.

St. John's was one of the founding churches in this Deanery, and Madg
been your lay representatives for most of the 10 years since thelg.."v; :
I would like to thank this congregation for their continuing financial s pport, |
with donations from friends and clients, keeps our office going at Winde Uni
Church and pays for the telphone and other minor expenses incurred by our volunteers.

Since the Ontario Care Ring's have not yet settled upon a unifol
of statistics the utilization figures which I am about to quote
they are none the less impressive when one looks at the perso
first nine months of 1987 we averaged five services a day sev \ >
proportion was in "Buddy Calls" and home visiting and ‘we know _l; nuch
volunteer's service goes unrecorded. They become frie s of their client
think of it as a service. The second highest proportion was g
over 300 in that period - and we rarely have m

None of this could happen, of cou , with out the telephon
to match clients with volunteers. Last year the shortage of operat
our 6 hour a day five days a week service to three

h reminded us at

nust



USING YOUR WILL (AND OTHER METHODS) TO HELP YOUR CHURCH

By Garnet Devitt

las ill and estament can be a significant a other:
Your t W I w to remember
Y Yy S and to be

A will r.eflects our lqve for those nearest and dearest to us. It also reflects our faith
and provides a gontmumg means of sharing our earthly goods with the causes and institutions
that have been important to us during our lifetime.

CB:);] 51esjg-nating some of your estate for the support of your Church and the spreading of
S ristian valges you can be assured that such assets will continue to work on your behalf
eyond your lifetime. A bequest in your Will could be in the following form:

"l give and bequeath to the Churchwardens of the Church of
(st. J_ohn's, West Toronto, 288 Humberside Avenue, Toronto
Ontario), a Parish of the Anglican Church of Canada, the sum
of $ to be used for such purposes as the Incumbent
or Priest-in-Charge and Churchwardens may determine. The
receipt of the Churchwardens of the said Church shall release
my executors from all liability in respect thereof."

Another practical way of making a substantial gift to your Church and also enjoy Income
Tax savings can be arranged by means of life insurance. You can take out a new policy
on your life and "gift" it to the Church or you can make an assignment of an existing policy
to the Church during your lifetime. The premiums paid are eligible for Income Tax credits,
as well as the cash surrender value of an existing policy.

As another method, if you would like to provide a gift to your Church but require an income
for yourself (and your spouse) during your lifetime, you may do so by way of a Gift Annuity.
The portion of the gift remaining after the annuity payments to you, the donor, support
the Church's work beyond your lifetime. For further information on the use of life insurance
or gift annuities contact the Director of Financial Development, Diocese of Toronto,
135 Adelaide Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5C 1L8 (416) 363-6021. For preparation

of your Will, contact your lawyer.

YOUTH GROUP

;{Sm;thw}v:'zrk i.; an important_ facet of ministry both here at St. John's and in the Church
hole. Youth are an integral part of our Christian family in the parish and youth

group is an important segment of the communit idi i i
it roviding an opportunity for fellowhip
and a forum for the airing of relevant issues and co:gcgrns. . o ¢

x:;‘l;:';e‘t'ltg‘i;‘fﬁ;ss{“aﬂ group has been meeting occasionally while busy schedules make
thotoah o East fau‘mPOS:lble, we go on the premise that it is quality and not quantity
4 we had a movie and discussion at the Gower's place on the topic

hact some. tomimie.: fnding 5 salrama i o arelcaL LT eEiics SRR LA
for future meetings. able meeting time since Christmas but plans are afoot

Anyone w{shing to be;com;e InvolLed L ; : ; e
invited to speak with Bruce Chalcr’rll:f‘g (;)l’llsfoum Group or wanting information about it is

2534) or Father Robert.

Yours in Christ,
Bruce Chalmers




AFRICA - RELIGIOUS ROOTS

. Victor R‘

African Traditional Religion is a religion which is culturally l?oundlan:us:ic et
It is realistic, hence life-affirming. The 20th Century Society is ‘a-pt_yr RG]
there is more than one religion. To afford it a harmonious co-existence,
to give African traditional religion a place in the study °f; Woﬂd [elieionsy

Bishop Sarpon ints out that "deep down, every African citiz_en is firmly
tradit[;on g:ef men she/he does not know it. Fon: the A.fncan, culture’f'
objective fact in that it was there before the African child was born an
after the child's death.” Traditionally, the African lays much emphqgis ?l}
and practices. Religion permeates every aspect of the African pe ple's
to grave, and offers an interpretation to life. Hence the study of African trad
enables one to act as an agent for the transmission of the liefs of the society.

African traditional religion must also be studied for _comparative purg
find its actual meaning. This would enable most of us to correct &
impressions that have been created by some of the early ‘missio
the terms used to describe it. R PR PR S

275 S

African traditional religion is indigenous. The African is said
religious. The African sees and explains the world in religious
religion is therefore the key to the understanding of th fri
individual to study and reconstruct the past so as to be

and plan more realistically for the future. R
As already mentioned, African traditional religion is
demarcation between religion and cul '};i;e n Africs
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LENTEN PROGRAMME

Our Lenten Programme this year will be led by our parishioner, Bruce Alton. Bruce is
an Anglican Priest and a Professor in the Department of Religions Studies at Trintiy
College.

This Lenten Study will give us a chance to heighten our sensitivity to those of other faiths
as well as to assist us in following our Lord's command to be a good neighbour.

CHRISTIAN FAITH AND THE FAITH OF OTHERS

Studie§ in the basic "stance" of Christian faith, and its parallels and contrasts with those
of _ne}ghboui's, co-workers and friends from ' other traditions. The co-existence of
Christianity and other religions in the modern world.
ST. JOHN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH, WEST TORONTO
TUESDAY EVENINGS, 8 - 9:30 P.M. IN LENT

Feb. 23 Some dimensions of Christian faith and practice: seeing_Christianity as
one of many faiths, similar though unique.

Mar. 1 Judaism and Islam: parent and cousin. Family tensions in a shared
world-view about creation and nature.

Mar. 8 Ancient religions and the religions of India: lessons in tolerancse and
self-realization from Hinduism.

Mar. 15 Religions of the far east: the soul of the artist and the ethics of harmony
in
Taoism, Confucianism and Shinto.

Mar. 22 Psychological realism and the discipline of social life in Buddhism: old
wisdom applied to stressful modern life.

Led by: Prof. Bruce Alton

Dept. of Religious Studies

University of Toronto (Trinity)
Format: 3/4 hour talk, followed by questions and discussion.

Participants are asked to attend all five sessions if possible.

THE NEWLY BAPTIZED

WE WELCOME TO ST. JOHN'S

Mr. and Mrs. R. Paine Angela Margret Kerr
Anne and Bill Robertson Daniel John Coates
George Newman and Cynthia Westbrook Christopher David Ruta
Mark Jones and Donna Judhope 1 Heather Ruth Nichol
Anne and Erroll Gay and Heather and Erin Victoria Jayne Sloan

dee Vanderhart Danika King e
gg:istopher David Ruta ; : Kathlyn Crpzier s
Allan and Cynthia Sloan and Victoria Margret Elizabeth Nichol
Paul and Ann Marie Coates and Daniel John Scott Andrew Samuel
Leslie Linton and Frances Maqunald ke
Victor Rocha and Dianne Nowicki i
Christopher Bray and Laura Lynn Xalfnn

mes Phillips ; 3
g?r;n and Barg:ra Kormos and Christina
Brother Orlando Huntington Flores, 0.H.C.




LENT

"Dont give up — take on!" ~ B
The Apostle Paul talks of "building up the Body of Christ" and of each of us
living stones". Most of us live out our Christian lives in our families, our pla
and in the local congregation of the Church. i
We worship God week by week in word and sacrament, we baptise! confir
and celebrate both marriage and death together in the local Christian Cc
our parish organizations, Liturgy, Christian Education, Outreach, Propert
Maintenance, Pastoral Care Committees, as well as ACW, Choir
an Chancel Guild, are part of "building up the Body of Christ". b

We, "these living stones" are what God has to work.with fqgthe}builq‘
on Earth as it is in Heaven. This season of Lent points to the Cross,
Good News that God brings life out of death, brings light into darkn
place of despair. el

As "these living stones" called to "build up the body of Cl? '
News with those outside the Church. Advertising, programms, an nil
do so much. Each of us "living stones" is called to bring others into the loc
that they might "taste and see how good the Lord is". S B ;

Rather than giving up candy, soap operas, or watermelon se
on bringing another person or persons to Church
programme on Tuesdays. e

It doesn't have to be, and ought not to be, a "hare -'__‘
the Lord then we will want to share this with others.

called this evangelism. Today we talk of public

T

Whether as evangelists or P.R. persons,
the Body of Christ". Bottom its "one

o
sake of Christ and gathered at St. John's, |



Have you _ad imw‘i’he usy that the idea of | ? g m
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David E. Jenkins, the author of God, Miracle and the Church of England,

Bishop of Durham and a refreshing prophetic voice in a very staid branc
- Communion. Whether. one ‘agreees with the Bishop or nos, 0
~and challenged by his theological ideas as we move into the 21st

4} te i 2

A few quotes to'chanenge you to read this book:

"What sort of God are we portraying and believing in if we
'the divine laser-beam' type of miracle as the heart
resurrection? I feel obliged to suggest that if we do so
not actually portraying, a God who is at the best a cultic
- "History has destroyed our right to, or a possibili

- "Revelation is always now, or never." ;

On the Future of Anglicanism: "The story, the
of God, in the Name of God, Father, Son, a
from backward looking. It is something muc
much more promising, as well as {@ych more
: BELE T
"What is the future of the Anglican Com
it, and how we have the courage and insigh
& Yhin svsnepien S e
God, Miracle ngland,
Book Centre.

ymmur

| move and
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J Rmzsor PASSAGE: unnmon o

g g nd il i e 1grya e o
Marriage is a soeial and legal contract between two pers?ns of
for their protection, their offsprings' protection and the protec
order. Marriage as a rsacramental rite was not mcorporated‘ '
Church until the 8th or 9th century. ‘For Christians Holy M
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CARIBBEAN CRUISE WITH BLUE JAYS

We've all noticed that Stan and Ruby Pickin
are sporting a sun tan. Here's how it happened. ‘4/, }

For those of you who have belonged to St. John's for several years, you may
an article entitled "BLIZZARDS TO BEACHES'". To the many new 'peop
say "CARIBBEAN — SECOND TIME AROUND".. ] ;

This all started last summer when we, as Toronto Blue Jay tans, ere eitl
ball park or watching on TV or listening to the radio. It was through this
heard Tom Cheek, the voice of the Blue Jays since day l—ask "How wo
take a Caribbean Cruise on the original Love Boat with the Blue Jays
days of hearing this, Stan and I became seriously interested ‘and immed
reservations. : i Joiso it A

On 16th of January, 1988 we left Pearson Airport at 8:30 a.m. =to bo:
the original Love Boat of the TV series, at San Juan, Puerto Rico. It we
11:00 p.m.-so we had plenty of time to settle down, explore the ship etc.
we had the pleasure of meeting a couple from Texas and a from ol
Later that evening we enjoyed a gala show in the Intv ational g

Our first port of call on the 17th was St. Mmu-ten,1
is jointly owned by two countries. The flag of Holland flies o
whips in the breezes over the other part. For over 300 ye
supported two separate cultures and governments. ;

That evemng ‘was the Captain's formal "Welco
by a 50's style and rock show starring Sarah Sim
group of 7, presented by the Staff Cruise Director.s«’idl‘i
big band sound during the intermission. All of these people
=21 performances a mght, a dxfrerent 'show every eve

{ n"w{}g,%l Ygaal dn
On the 18th, we had a barbequ&p
Mayreau, of the Granadine Cham Pri

and Tom

and Dinner

January

counts

many



and the group could use anothe,
that the. father—son ehtionshi )

. ut he perser :
joys a viable group again. He is assisted by P
198 strong tnen
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Because the Church is incarnational Christians must be concerned with the
the world. Our "Third Sundays" with preachers and forum have addressed som
concerns: AIDS; Glendonwynne House; World Mission; Alcoholism, et F
of concern on "Third Sundays" will be: Racism in Canada; The Poor - Sto
‘the Christian and Psychotherapy; and Marriage Preparation.

You are encouraged to attend the forum in the North Room. Questior
S discussion are limited to one half hour. Bring your coffee or tea a us

e

_ Perhaps you have ;ndti.qédy"a variety of ca
yiisiking; about Cod, you,and the Anglican, T

R

These public service announcements are the be
~ outreach program in this diocese. Initially, they have been

to CHEX in Peterbordugh very soon

b f 4 ; y

‘but we will be expanding on

:The,fonowi_ng is ‘pl;;g',sg."x;'glg;a“se, sent out in thigpio
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- Tuesday, 1 March
Saturday, 5 March

Sunday, 6 Mar
Tuesday, 8 March

Saturday, 12 March

Sunday, 13 March

fuesday, 15 March

~ Noon A.C.W.Rummage Sale

10:30 a.m. Lent IV Full Parish Eucl i
Confirmation Class and the Christi cati ;

Sunday, 20 March

y, 22 March

27 March

March

10:30 a.m.

The Re
9:30 p.m. Eucharist Runnymede Hospital.
- 9:30 p.m. Lenten Study, North Room:

Liturgy of the

D. M. Seder 1n

stripping and was hing of t
noon of Good Friday

and the Reading
Passion.

Morning Holy Saturday

leaning of the ‘hurch 1n

the
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