ST.JOHN’S

NEWSLETTER

ADVENT AND CHRISTMASTIDE 1988

1LET'S PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD

AWAKE! WATCH! LOOK! BEHOLD! on the horizon of our
consciousness a strange and awesome figure is approaching. On
Sunday, December 4 (Advent II) he will spring from the
gospel text to tell us once again: PREPARE THE WAY OF THE
LORD; MAKE STRAIGHT HIS PATHS.

John the Baptizer, as wild-eyed as the wilderness from
which he emerges, is the last of the 0ld Testament prophets
and one of the greatest preachers of all time. His preaching
is powerful because in proclaiming the power of God, he is
able to give those who hear him a sense of their own power as
children of God. We are not helpless; what we do can make a
difference.

Listen to the questions asked of John in the gospel of
Advent III:

" n,_ ..and the multitudes asked him, "What then shall we
do? And he answered them, "He who has two coats, let him
share with him who has none; and he who has food, let
him do likewise."

John does not speak in the comforting and safe concepts
such as love God, repent and be saved. Rather, he tells us
what shape loving God and repentance takes when it becomes a
part of our 1living and reality of our beings. He tells us
that we can do something and that in doing something, we can
help to prepare the way of the Lord.

Oon Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, indeed through the
whole Christmas cycle ending on January 8th with the Feast of
the Lord's Baptism the Jordan, we will celebrate the Word
becoming flesh - God, not just speaking to us, but living
among us. The Church - not a beautiful concept, but you and
me - is an extension in time and history of God's word taking
on flesh and entering totally and completely into human
endeavour, experience and activity. On our part, as we are
baptized into His.body , we are baptized into His work and
ministry.

In the new year, we will have the opportunity th
pay Care and through access for the handicapped of éﬁrth:gggh
our ministry and His. And though these projects seem big fog
a parish ou: tzlzei .t:ey ;re only a beginning and 5
furtherance o e ministry of Jesus Christ th
in St. John's Parish over the years. at has gone on

Let us rejoice.

"our Lord becomes incarnate in eve

Created in His image, Ty human birth.

we must make peace onm earth




THE CUSTOM OF THE ADVENT WREATH

in Christ, in this seas
?:t°::dbe our care and delight t
ourselves to hear again the messagg
Angels, and in heart and mind to go
Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying

The Advent Wreath is a visual symbol marking the
‘the season of Advent. Like the Christmas tree,
Wreath has its origins in pre-Christian festivals
which celebrated the winter solstice. The custom
lighted wreath came through the Lutheran Church ii
Scandinavia. In most Christian churches it has com
as a reminder of our time of preparation for the co
Christ, both at Christmas time and at the. end of th

The wreath usually has four candles, represen n
Sundays of Advent, and sometimes a fifth candle
candle" is added in the center. One candle is
first Sunday and an additional one is lit on eac
until Christmas Eve, when the Christ candle is

(Sometimes all the candles are replaced with wh t(’o
Christmas Eve, and the wreath is then lit daily unt

Epiphany.) The candles we use in the Advent wr

that the Incarnation has transformed the darkness
and evil into the light of Joy and love.

The colors of the candles vary, dependi
tradition and symbolism ascribed to the
tradition used red or white candles.
candles are used. >
to, however, are thre
for the Christ candle.

royal colors. ref




Successful Mission

our "Faith-in-Action" Mission was a succes 5
content, numbers and spirit. Bishop Joe Fricker's add
on "The U
Being Sent" will give the Staff, Wardens and people
John's much to think about in our future life together.

Each evening opened with hymns and a Liturqy form 1
B.A.S.: A Service of Light; A Service of Water; an
concluding Eucharistic Celebration with the congr
gathered around the altar for the Eucharistic pr
Holy Communion. &

We come from many backgrounds and walks o
the "gathered Church," the Body ‘of Christ. ‘The Script:ures
have their place with:.n the life of the Church
the Church. Anglican theology says "Yes,

Scriptures; "Yes, but" to Tradition; " Yes,
Christians are called to participate in the Rasca.l
and be baptizers; the Church is called to anag

Community." We are called together to share i one bread nd
one cup which is far more than a memorial nea_ PR ;

Our Church has
establishment to a church that is much
our culture have had a major impact o
as Anglicans today. si.nce the time of ‘B
book, " 4

the ordained ministry an
as well as a new 'emphasis?




B 0 0 K R E VAT E N
THE VISION - Tom Brown Jr.

America's foremost widerness survivalist, Tom Brown Jr
widely appﬁeciated as a spiritual writer. Yet, Thgq!J

the most thought provoking book on the subject
I have read since Seeking God, and certainly th
ally involving book I have ever read! :

Tom Brown Jr. was an American 7 year old living in New
on the edge of the wild Pine Barrens when he met his best
friend's grandfather, an old Apache scout. The story of
early training with Stalking Wolf i8 contained i
‘books, "The Tracker” and "The Search”. In and
they are fascinating reading as bit by étt:s g%
teaches all he knows of the native American way
by bit Tom Brown learns the names, function na
whole natural world of Pine Barren He b
Apache tracker. He learns how to live -
all seasons, alone and without anything a
herself provides. The essenc
contained in his 5 part series ¢
His book, The Vision deals with similar mes a
in a spiritual context, as tkéygh‘b%§5tal (ing
Apache scout. j s g
For Stalking Wolf, the natural
ately intertwined. His word
Spirit that moves i

relate to th
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At t:h:.s season of the year,
preparing- cooking, shopping, planning, {
great feast of Christmas. Most of us tend to swish
that it didn't's take as much preparatio
accompanying costs, time and energy. iseb | & U8

SRVO - B ¥

~ And yet,l-xmagme waking up some dayrtommv ﬁleé'
that it is Christmas, and all the preparation has bee:
- Although we might breathe a sigh--of ‘relief init. 1~1Wa
imagine that the enjoyment of t y
diminished as we have not had a chance' to anticipat ou
of the celebration. Our part of the preparati n
mxssing.

w ooy polh

As we prepare for the weekly Eu‘charis,

given for preparation. Hymns- and “'other, music
in advance to give adequate time for the mus
learn their parts. The anticipation is inlthe%i
forward to the music for the liturgy Teach:

~ present the gospel to the childrenu,'sogltha
- understand it. Readers, servers and side oplﬁ
~ part in the celebration. The hos
 time baking bread to ‘share.

2% these 3 preparati ns xarem;ess it al to
running of the , / r joyful antic




Anglican Church Women

M&mﬂwﬂhﬂﬂm -Gladys M
"As I write this article the Thanksgiving weeken
come to a colourful finale. puring the weekgnd 3
preparation for the Thanksgiving dinner, my »mi.nq
many times to a dear friend who used to say to
harassed moments of young motherhood, "Gladys
sit down and count your blessings". I did ‘
reread the service for a Parish Thanksgiving o
of the Book od Alternative Services.

Prayers of the People expresses very well so

A

which I believe you will affirm: -_

We thank you Lord:
-For a church buildmg where we may stil

T

are God

-For the past and the vision o
ahead 7R BCE
-For the gift of the Holy 7Spirit
Baptism 7

-For the holy eucharist in which we have
your Eternal Kingdom 58
-For the faith of those who hav

colour of the passing season, I was "g it
in my reverie when I read two separate“ya i
that if we did not arrest the ongoi poll
we would not have our beautiful tree
would we have a maple syrup industry.
prayer to ensure :;that the natural [
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pennies for St. John's

What can you buy for a penny these days? Very little!! But - if
we all put our pennies together, they can buy a great deal.

Several years ago, we began to collect our pennies to make “A
Mile of genniesg, for a total of $844.80. When that was y
completed, we didn't want to stop, SO we began to climb a "Ladder
of Pennies", which totalled $500.00. The money collected in this
way helps with some of the incidental expenses of the parish.

Now we are collecting “Pennies for St. John's", to help with some
of the repairs and renovations which will be carried out in the
coming months. Please save your pennies and put them in the jar
outside the kitchen during coffee hour every Sunday, and watch
the red bricks grow on the poster.

799 %

SUCCESSFUL DEANERY DINNER

The Annual Dinner of West Toronto Deanery, which was held at St.
John's for the first time on Friday, November 4, was a great
success. Most of the credit for this goes to Stephanie McCullam
and her "kitchen crew", who cooked and served a delicious meal
which was enjoyed by a good number of clergy and laity from
several churches.

The guest speaker was Mike Filey, local historian and author, who
fascinated those present with his slides and witty tales of
Toronto's growth from its early days as a meeting and trading
place for neighbouring Indian tribes, to the present.

__ WOMEN ARE co ZRs
'trig,;w WOMEN ARE COMINGZ.
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CHRISTMAS CAKE SALE

o i
L THATS
once again, the Cubs, Brownies, and Pathfinders
be selling Christmas cakes to raise much-needed fund
for their activities. The cakes will cost $5.00, and
will be available early in pDecember. Please support

the boys and girls!




Choose one crayon. Color each space
that has a dot. Then read the Bible
verse. |

Matthew 1:21

The stable
Color this picture of the stable in Bethlehem.
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If you were in the stable, . '

m What could you see?

® What could you hear? ® What could you smel?



Once again, the Cubs, Brownies, and
be selling Christmas cakes to raise
for their activities. The cakes wil
will be available early in December.
the boys and girls!
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