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The “O” Antiphons

) WISDOM, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High, and
reach from one end of the earth to the other, mightily and sweetly
ordering all things; Come and teach us the way of prudence.

O ADONAI and Leader of the house of Israel, you appeared}o
Moses in the fire of the burning bush, and on Mount Sinai gave him
your law. Come, and with an outstretched arm redeem us!
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O ROOT OF JESSE, you stand as an ensign to the peoples; before
you kings shall keep silence, and all nations bow in worship: Come
and save us; do not delay.

O KEY OF DAVID and Scepter of the house of Israel, you ol?en
and no one can shut; you shut and no one can open: Come and bring
the captives out of the prison house, those who sit in darkness and
the shadow of death.
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O RISING DAWN, Brightness of the Light Eternal and Sun o /
Righteousness: Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and A STUDY OF THE "O ANTIPHONS

e IS TAKING PLACE ON THURSDAY
O KING OF NATIONS and their Desire, you are the cornerstone

T
who makes us both one: Come and save the creature whom you have EVENINGS DURING ADVENT A

W 7:30 p.m. IN THE CHURCH
0 EMMANUEL, our King and Lawgiver, the desire of all nations

and their Salvation: Come and save us, O Lord our God.

The Color of Advent

THE PRESENT ORDER of colors for the various seasons and cel-
ebrations of the liturgical year represents a gradual development
which was not complete until the end of the medieval period. In the

East, the Churches never developed a color sequence, and even to-

. day there is a great variety of colors in use. The Eastern Churches

o O generally make a distinction between bright and dark colors, but al-

% low the priest to choose the actual color that will be used for a par-

0% ticular occasion. The first sequence of colors in the West was appar-

ently based on that which was used in the Latin Church of the Holy
Sepulchre at Jerusalem during the twelfth century. However, when
the Western Church began to establish color sequences for feasts and
seasons, there remained a great deal of variety. Black, violet
(purple), and blue were all seen to be various shades of the same
color and were often used interchangeably.

The color for the seasons of Advent and Lent is violer, This color,
which is often called purple, has a variety of shades ranging from
blue-violet to red-violet. The shade that is traditionally known as
“Roman purple” is actually a red-purple. Elsewhere in Europe, vio-
let tended to be more blue-purple than the Roman color. This differ-
= . ence is partially attributable to the variations in violet dyes obtained

from shellfish in various regions of Europe.

Those who had Proposed the use of blue for Advent have done so
in order to distinguish between the Advent season and the specifi-
cally penitential season of Lent.
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WARDENS REPORT

our Wardens would like to acknowledge and give
the blessings our Parish family has ex erienced
~transitional time. R SR R

The past several months have presented many

adjusted to the departure of Father Robert Hagle

Brother William Sibley, O.H.C. and awaited the

our new incumbent. We, as a parish family,

by the response members of our family made to these
has enabl
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BY WAY oFf INTRODUCTION

It has been suggested that I upi o
biography, so here goes. Eaaefesb It (ddenin broduckons
I was born August 10, 1933 in Tweed, Ontario, Canada, the son and
grandson of Anglican priests. My Mother was of Mennonite stock,
although her parents had converted to Anglicanism. 1 have a
lingering admiration of Mennonite simplicity and a fFirm commitment
to the Anglican way.

Somewhere between the ages of 12 and 14 I experienced a call to
the monastic life and that invitation never left me, although I
was often very perplexed as to how I was to accomplish it. That
has left me convinced that we need to take the spiritual

experiences of young people very seriously.

Eventually I went to Trinity College to study theology and after
ordination was for two years Assistant to the Dean (curate) at
St. Georges Cathedral in Kingston. I learned a great deal Ffrom
Dean Briarly Brown, which together with my experiences as a child
in my fathers and grandfathers rectories, makes parish 1ife
comfortable to me, although I have in fact not spent much time as

a reqgular parish priest.

I joined Holy Cross in 1960. Holy Cross in those days was very
strict - out of a 24 hour day there was only about 45 minutes when
we did not have an assigned task, place to perform it, and costume
to be worn. Most of the day was spent in silence. I rather
enjoyed that life style and still do.

After the formation years I became novice master training the new
men, did that for a number of years mostly during the period of
the great reform that produced the modern "contemporary" order,
and then after a couple of years as Prior of Mt. Calvary Retreat
House in Santa Barbara - where I was educated in the Lotus-land
life style of Southern California, I went to Africa to oversee the
indiginisation of our work there.

I stayed there for about 14 years, doing various things including
primary and secondary evangelism, novitiate training, a string as
Provost of the Cathedral in Cape Coast, and a bit of farming. My
main job was preparing African Holy Cross Brothers to take on the
work of Holy Cross in Africa. Africa remains a very important
influence on my life, and a major interest.

I returned to North America about 2 years ago, spent a year back
at West Park - still our most traditional house getting
re-acclimatized to North America and then came to Toronto.

After some 30 years living abroad I am over-joyed to be back in
Canada and have no plans for further travels. I look forward to
sharing in St. Johns ministry. I hope to help the growth of the
monastic life in Canada. I am especially interested in
evangelism, inter-cultural affairs, environmental issues and
Jjustice (third world and native American issues). All of this
resting on a firm faith in Jesus Christ, and a conviction that the
Gospel is indeed good news of all humankind.

Fr. Christian Swayne, 0.H.C.
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In the year 1878, a few Church of Engla
neighbourhood of what was the Town of West
Mission and held services in a sma

Elizabeth Street.
1879.

Toronto Junction, f
ge on what was then
The first Vestry Meeting was held

FIRST WOODEN CHURCH

In 1880, the Lord Bishop of the Diocese
the erection of a building for the purpose of Divine !
as St. John's Mission-Runnymede. This Church was erected a
of $700 and opened for worship on

November 20




ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN

il The Anglican Church Women, and in particular St. Anne's Group,
wis Ht? thank the members of the Parish for their support in making
our Holly Tea such a success. So many of you gave your time and/or

talent (and we include bakin i 1
: g goodies as well a , and
we appreciate your continued help. o0

WENHRVON:

Our warmest thénks to the people of St. John's for the lovely
wedding reception. Your generous gifts and your hard work
were much appreciated.

Wally and I received two lovely gifts without cards, a white
comforter and a large crystal vase. Please let us know if
they came from you so that we can send you a thank you card.

Wally and Ruth

| Tnd g nd i nd i ud T ud ol "

A RECYCLING OPPORTUNITY! é\

Used cancelled postage stamps(Canadian or foreiq;T-an
may be collected and resold. A Multiple Sclerosis ‘“"u
group in B.C. has done so and raised $2,000.00 for
research. Help would be appreciated. Please clip

stamps from letters or cards that you receive,

leaving % inch borders around the stamp. Collect

and give to Carol Alton, who will send them to

B.C. Remember - "little thinas mean a lot!"

OUR LIBRARY

Advent is one of the times in the year when, despite the
busy-ness of the season, people will try to do some reading
°§1a de;otional/reflective nature. To assist and promote
this endeavour, we invite you to brin

found stimulating or helpfﬂl and woulg ég 3?g§fn§h:§ gg:rgave
with your fellow parishioners. We will have a table set

up at coffee time, BEGINNING SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, where books
may be borrowed for a two week period. Children's books will
be a welcome addition. Books may be brought into the office
during the week or on any Sunday. PLEASE put your name in

the books that you are lending. Thank
reading. ! 9 you and happy




the Church that the 1990's have been declared as the ?Deg
of Evangelism®”.

At this year's Deanery Dinner, once again hosted by
St. Mark's/Calvary, our Bishop issued us a challenge:
every Anglican to invite one person to Church every yea
three years. Now why are we being issued this challenge
because there are between 100,000 and 126,000 lapsed :
Anglicans! 3 $ :

{ Vi 1 P
How do we bring them back - this question was addr ssed
conference on Urban Ministry, the weekend of November 9
One suggestion, given to us by the Rt. Rev. Paul Moor
former Bishop of New York, was that we not only invit
-~ to church, but bring“themﬁtO;chu:gh.giBiszexampl was

St. John's parishioner says: "Let me pick you at
and I'll give you a ride homeﬂqgter the service.

If you are inviting them out 6ﬂ<a<Sunda;;'& ‘ma
to add an invitation to lunch after the service.
 could be used to get feedback on what t erso

~ about the service or what we coul ake
~attractive for people to '

Another way of in ng
;throughﬂasspéctiIﬁintérest r e;
friend who is particularly interes n
YOU may want to'invitevthem:tOmbunﬁséin
when we will have Doug Graydon, Chaplain
£8 | of y
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FERENCE "WE ARE STAYING": URBAN MINISTRy
REPORT ON CON EVANGELISM, anp
CHURCH GROWTH

i vening, November 9, and Saturday, November
ngZr;ﬁgerhad tge enormous “rivilege of attending a p
stimulating conference on urban ministry, evangelism,,
church growth, entitled simply "We Are Staying", which
sponsored by Parkdale deanery and held at St. Thomas's
Church, Huron Street. An invitation was extended to a
members of Parish Advisory Boards of the deaneries of Wes:
Toronto, St, James, and East York. In all, we were about
people.

The Rt. Rev. Paul Moore, retired bishop of New York, wa
A MA@ keynote speaker. His apostolic vision, clarity of thou
BB, breadth of experience, and forthright challenge to the

urban parishes of this diocese was invigorating and full y
mhope. Bishop Moore spoke about the move from a predominan ly

A

rural to a predominantly urban society, and consequently fron

a rural to an urban Church. He directed our attentio t

idea of parochialism and the need to redefine it in the

context of an urban environment, retaining what is relew

and useful, and discarding what hinders us in our missi
- ministry. - atE ety 2 =

In addition to Bishop Moore, there were three theme speake
Cheryl Bradbee, an urban worker with St. George-the-Mart
addressed the need for evangelization of the loca
community, i.e. our own neighbourhood. She stressed t
necessity of getting involved with our neighbours an ) he
concerns. Her message was basically that we are specific ]
a Church with a mission, and without that mission, can
really consider ourselves the Church. In the grou
discussions that followed, a St. George-the-Mar tyr
parishioner explained a very effective way in whic
attempted to evangelize Alexandra Park during th
of years. Cheryl also offered the idea that ou
the Body of Christ is that we h

ministered to. >

Rev. Maylanne Whittal, eaco

ministry and the stewardship of pr
imaginatively about the creative
property, and the need for mi
neighbourhood. She also promo
vis a vis the local community

responsibility by hiring a pr

Rev. Al Roxborough of Baptist
Leadership talked about churc
concisely, the need to res

he meant that we all need to «
demographical

DO NS AT TR 2
Bishop Terence Finlay ,toq;f{-'
and chaired a panel discussi
end. He also presided at
Bishop Paul Moore preached an e
‘about the'Sacrament‘as,th__5~§y
‘as we feed on His Body, we beco
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SYNOD 1990
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Synod, on November 3, was the continuation of the 138th Syn d

held‘in:Ttent, May 1990. Although this Synod primarily de

with financial and business concerns, Bishop Finlay di
?‘mini‘chgrge;' Excerpts af this charge are given belos

"There are a number of issues which concern us: A
First, the Long Range Planning Process ...
an enormous number of action plans and suggestions

have come forward. e bk RN S 4

~In the budget for 1991, we have begun to relate the

goals (from the Long Range Planning'Process) to our

financial expenditures. It is a process that nee

~to continue so that we can evaluate programs an

~ set priorities. Over the next two or three

we must carefully make choices and strike our
deci s. - I can not ove

¥ X o A3 D e Al s ) 5‘2‘?5 '
... The Long Range Planning Pr ) hgéﬁpointeq
‘us in the direction to whi ; ieve God

us. V.o V» s ew & i 5
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Nestled in the heautiful Bavarian Alps is the tinv, picturesque
villace of Oherammeraau. For nine vears of every decade, it is a
charming village of "painted Fouses"(relicious, historical and
fairy-tale scenes on the outside walls), wood-carvers and a few
tourists. Once every ten years, however, Oberammergau hecomes a
bustling hive of activity as many thousands of tourists flood into
the town to attend an impressive re-enactment of the Passion of
Christ which i$ presented by the inhakitants of the villace and
surrounding area. Originally presented in 1634 as a thank-offerinc
for delivery from the ravages of the Rlack Plague, the play is

a day-long production of gicantic proportions and tremendous impact.

It was a cool, crisp alpine morning when we left our hotel on the
banks of the river Ammer to walk to the theatre, a huge structure
with a large open-air stace and 4700 covered seats. The play, which
is performed in German, begins with the entrance of a large chorus
in flowing robes, whose musical enhancement of the play was very

beautiful. The music was specially composed for the plav, and was

reminiscent of a Handel oratorio.

The action begins with Christ's entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sundav)
and proceeds through the last days of His life to the Resurrection.

The cast members are very well-chosen, and really seem to he the

characters they portray! No wigs or false beards are allowed, so

many of the men of the region grow beards and lona hair for the

year that the play is performed, and one is likely to find oneself

being waited on in a shop by one of the "apostles" or a "high priest".
Between the scenes of the Passion there are tableaux which portray

scenes from the 0ld Testament which relate to the action. Some of
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i wilderness
these include: the giving of Manna to the people in the ,

: i slavery
related to the Last Supper; the selling of Joseph into ’

; ilver; Isaac
related to Judas' betrayal of Jesus for 30 pieces of si

rrying the
carryina the wood up Mount Moriah, related to jesus carry

cross to Calvary.

in creating
On the day we were there, even the weather played a part in

i i arl
a suitable atmosphere for the action. In the morning and e y

efore
afternoon, the sun was shining and the sky was clear. Just b

d a
the Crucifixion scene, dark clouds obscured the sun and create

sombre chilling atmosphere for a portrayal which was almost too

graphic! Then,during the Resurrection scene, the sun broke through

the clouds

we will never forget!

as if ‘on cue. It was a very moving experience, and one

Cy and MNan Weston

Pool of Silence

by Jan Gilchrist

In listening, one loves. In
being attentive and opening
one’s_heart in silence, one
gives&he Water of]Life; this
water soothes and cleanses the
hurts and worries softens the
distress, yields the other’s soul
to Love.

Your soul, where Christ
lives, is a deep well where
another may drink. Simply to
ask how the day went ...
‘““How are you? Come, sit
down. Let’s have a cup of
tea ’ ... and your silence and
listening to the other
person’s need will be balm to
that person’s spirit and
bring forth words that will
ropel you both towards God.
There is much chatter, but
there is need for deep listen-
ing. We must make time to*
listen,) and as we listen we
listen for Jesus, his silent

Presence with us. Often, when
with another and listening for
Jesus, one serves his Presence
there as Silence itself, a deep
honoring of his being there.-
And this is felt, if one is open
to becoming aware.

Just as one takes time to
pray, as you listen, let your
prayer be as the rain on a pool.
Bathe in the pool of the Lord
and listen to the raindrops of
words upon your soul — the
pain, the need, the confusion;
and be immersed in Jesus.

Do not immediately come to
a conclusion, offering a solu-
tion. Proffer your silence —
immerse yourself in God’s
silence — and offer your time
(an hour or two.)

The Lord of Love, of silence
and of listening will send youa
person. It could be anyone, at
any time. Wear on your heart,
your person: Open To Listen,

Once in a while, you may

hear a soul speak in the grace
of a moment. Always, one
hears a person. That person
may wear a wounded dignity,
but by being listened to, his
dignity shall be restored.

Listening is-a vocation, a
high and loving vocation. In
the noisy chaos of our world, a
soul carries within himself the
silence of awe after listening to
the music of another’s soul.

Tenderness is in listening,
compassion also. A listening
soul is open to the mercies of
God and offers the mercy of
God. Even if there is not com-
prehension, there is love and
peace, a moment of stillness.
As you listen to God, so listen
to the movement of soul in
another.

Be aware and provide the
time. In the loving, most
Sacred Heart of the Lord
Jesus Christ, both of you will
find rest. :
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N @ for your loved ones and you.

That your fami[y; and friends
Al those you hold dear

Enjoy friendship and love
at this time of the year

Kind words and caring
in all that youdo

Is a heartfelt wish

BEYOND BELIEF .

« 7

HE MUST Be THe HeAuemx HOST 5
WEVE HEARD SO MUCH ABOUT.

1 1987 Roger Juud
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