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•  Feb	  22,	  1949	  –	  Exactly	  70	  years	  
ago	  today,	  a	  major	  polio	  epidemic	  
reached	  its	  peak	  in	  the	  ArcMc	  
outpost	  of	  Chesterfield	  Inlet,	  NWT	  
(now	  Nunavut)	  on	  the	  west	  coast	  
of	  Hudson	  Bay	  

•  1911	  -‐	  Chesterfield	  Inlet	  is	  the	  
oldest	  permanent	  se2lement	  in	  
Nunavut,	  first	  established	  as	  a	  
Hudson	  Bay	  post	  	  

•  1912	  -‐	  Roman	  Catholic	  Mission	  
•  1914	  -‐	  RCMP	  base	  
•  1921	  –	  Meteorological	  staMon	  
•  1925	  -‐	  Radio	  staMon	  	  
•  1931	  -‐	  Mission	  Hospital	  
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•  Feb	  26	  	  –	  However,	  the	  first	  
newspaper	  reports	  of	  what	  
was	  described	  as	  an	  “obscure	  
malady,”	  which	  had	  so	  far	  
killed	  four	  Eskimos,	  did	  not	  
suggest	  polio	  as	  the	  cause,	  
although	  the	  “rapid	  and	  
severe	  paralysis”	  was	  
certainly	  similar	  to	  polio	  

•  The	  cause	  was	  very	  likely	  a	  
virus,	  although	  specimens	  
would	  have	  to	  be	  secured	  and	  
then	  sent	  to	  Connaught	  
Medical	  Research	  
Laboratories	  at	  the	  University	  
of	  Toronto	  for	  confirmaMon	  	  

Toronto	  Star,	  Feb.	  26,	  1949,	  p.	  2	  
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•  March	  1	  –	  Reports	  soon	  
said	  that	  there	  were	  25	  
Eskimo	  cases	  with	  11	  
deaths	  from	  the	  “mystery	  
malady”-‐-‐	  out	  of	  a	  local	  
populaMon	  of	  250	  -‐-‐	  
although	  none	  of	  the	  20	  
resident	  “whites”	  seemed	  
affected	  	  

•  An	  unprecedented	  40,000	  
square	  mile	  (100,000+	  sq.	  
km)	  quaranMne	  of	  the	  area	  
had	  been	  ordered	  

•  A	  “mercy	  flight”	  with	  5	  
doctors	  and	  medical	  
supplies	  was	  prepared	  	  

Toronto	  Star,	  March	  1,	  1949,	  p.	  10	  
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•  Very	  li2le	  about	  
this	  outbreak	  fit	  
what	  was	  known	  
about	  polio	  at	  the	  
Mme,	  especially	  it	  
striking	  so	  far	  north	  
in	  the	  middle	  of	  
winter	  when	  the	  
average	  
temperature	  was	  
near	  -‐40°	  C	  	  

•  By	  1949,	  Canada	  had	  experienced	  polio	  epidemics	  regularly,	  and	  oien	  very	  severely,	  
but	  while	  much	  remained	  mysterious	  about	  polio’s	  virology,	  immunology	  and	  
epidemiology,	  “polio	  season”	  was	  clearly	  during	  the	  summer/fall	  and	  its	  primary	  
vicMms	  were	  children	  

C.J.	  Ru2y,	  “Do	  Something!	  Do	  Anything!	  PoliomyeliMs	  in	  Canada,	  1927-‐1962”	  
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•  March	  7,	  1949	  -‐	  	  This	  CBC	  Radio	  News	  report	  sums	  up	  the	  dramaMc	  situaMon	  

h2ps://www.cbc.ca/player/play/1724050262	  	  
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•  The	  physiotherapist	  they	  would	  
soon	  find	  was	  Constance	  Marie	  
Beame,	  be2er	  known	  as	  “Connie”,	  
who	  was	  born	  on	  August	  24,	  1924,	  
in	  Brockville,	  Ontario	  

•  June	  1945	  –	  Connie	  graduated	  from	  
the	  Physiotherapy	  Undergraduate	  
Program,	  University	  of	  Toronto,	  then	  
joined	  the	  Royal	  Canadian	  Army	  
Medical	  Corps	  and	  served	  in	  
Nanaimo,	  Brandon	  and	  Portage	  la	  
Prairie	  

Courtesy	  of	  Chuck	  Beame	  (Connie’s	  nephew)	  
Torontonensis,	  1945,	  p.	  146	  
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•  1947	  –	  Connie	  joined	  the	  Physiotherapy	  staff	  
at	  Toronto	  East	  General	  Hospital	  and	  in	  1948	  
became	  head	  of	  the	  department	  	  

•  1948-‐49	  –	  She	  was	  also	  president	  of	  the	  
Toronto	  branch	  of	  the	  Canadian	  Physiotherapy	  
AssociaMon	  

•  Jan	  –	  Mar	  1949	  –	  While	  polio	  cases	  were	  
mounMng	  in	  the	  ArcMc,	  Connie	  was	  organizing	  
the	  3rd	  Annual	  Congress	  and	  General	  MeeMng	  
of	  the	  Canadian	  Physiotherapy	  AssociaMon,	  set	  
for	  April	  1-‐2	  in	  Toronto	  

h2p://wikipedia.org	  	  
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•  March	  29	  – Connie	  was	  the	  only	  real	  
choice	  to	  answer	  a	  distress	  call	  issued	  by	  
the	  Department	  of	  Indian	  Affairs	  	  

•  A	  physiotherapist	  was	  urgently	  needed	  
to	  provide	  muscle	  re-‐educaMon	  to	  Inuit	  
polio	  vicMms	  in	  the	  ArcMc	  se2lement	  of	  
Chesterfield	  Inlet	  

•  March	  31	  –	  As	  she	  told	  her	  parents,	  
“The	  whole	  thing	  started	  the	  day	  before	  
yesterday	  when	  the	  CPA	  had	  a	  wire	  from	  
Winnipeg	  asking	  for	  a	  girl	  to	  go	  north	  
and	  treat	  the	  Eskimos.	  I	  asked	  to	  be	  first	  
on	  the	  list	  so	  they	  sent	  my	  name…”	  

•  April	  2	  -‐	  “It	  will	  be	  a	  thrilling	  adventure	  and	  a	  chance	  to	  help	  those	  unfortunate	  
Eskimos	  who	  don’t	  have	  half	  the	  chance	  that	  polio	  vicMms	  get	  down	  here,”	  she	  
told	  reporters	  when	  news	  of	  her	  ArcMc	  mercy	  mission	  quickly	  spread	  	  
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•  The	  1948-‐49	  ArcMc	  polio	  epidemic	  was	  a	  
crucible	  in	  the	  history	  of	  polio	  on	  several	  
levels	  

•  The	  epidemic	  itself	  and	  its	  aiermath	  
was	  a	  mulMple	  tragedy	  for	  the	  Inuit	  
community	  of	  Chesterfield	  Inlet	  and	  the	  
surrounding	  region	  

•  However,	  much	  was	  learned	  about	  the	  
immunology	  and	  epidemiology	  of	  polio	  
from	  the	  unique	  size,	  scope	  and	  features	  
of	  the	  epidemic	  that	  would	  prove	  criMcal	  
towards	  the	  development	  of	  polio	  
vaccines	  	  

•  And	  of	  special	  interest	  in	  this	  presentaMon,	  
the	  epidemic	  and	  its	  impact	  was	  very	  much	  
a	  crucible,	  and	  ulMmately	  a	  tragic	  event,	  for	  
Connie	  Beame…	  
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•  By	  the	  late	  1940s,	  “polio	  season”	  was	  
something	  the	  press	  told	  Canadians	  
not	  to	  panic	  over,	  despite	  worsening	  
epidemics	  across	  the	  country	  

•  1946	  –	  There	  was	  a	  major	  resurgence	  
of	  polio	  epidemics	  in	  Canada;	  Quebec	  
hit	  with	  its	  worst	  ever,	  1,612	  cases	  
and	  115	  deaths	  	  

•  1946	  -‐	  Polio	  also	  struck	  Paul	  MarMn,	  
Jr.	  in	  Windsor,	  just	  before	  Paul	  MarMn	  
Sr.	  was	  appointed	  Minister	  of	  NaMonal	  
Health	  &	  Welfare	  

•  1948	  –	  Federal	  Health	  Grants	  program	  
launched,	  supports	  Public	  Health	  
Research	  Grants	  and	  provincial	  
services	  for	  crippled	  children	  

Maclean’s,	  Aug.	  1,	  1948,	  p.	  7	  
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•  Polio	  can	  be	  defined	  as	  the	  middle	  class	  
plague,	  mostly	  striking	  otherwise	  
healthy	  children,	  as	  well	  as	  increasing	  
numbers	  of	  adults,	  parMcularly	  in	  new	  
suburbs,	  and	  fueled	  by	  the	  post-‐war	  
baby	  boom	  	  

•  Polio	  epidemics	  worsened,	  ironically,	  
because	  of	  improving	  public	  health	  
standards,	  limiMng	  what	  had	  previously	  
been	  all	  but	  universal	  circulaMon	  of	  the	  
poliovirus	  among	  infants	  	  

•  The	  virus	  harmlessly	  infected	  the	  
gastrointesMnal	  track,	  but	  if	  it	  entered	  
the	  bloodstream	  and	  invaded	  the	  
nervous	  system,	  it	  could	  damage	  motor	  
neurons	  in	  the	  spinal	  cord	  and	  impair	  
nerve	  connecMons	  to	  muscles	  	  

Maclean’s,	  Aug.	  1,	  1948,	  p.	  7	  
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•  Improving	  sanitary	  standards	  delayed	  
poliovirus	  exposure	  beyond	  infancy,	  
increasing	  the	  likelihood	  of	  it	  a2acking	  
neurons	  

•  Damage	  to	  the	  upper	  area	  of	  the	  spinal	  
cord	  could	  lead	  to	  life-‐threatening	  
paralysis	  of	  muscles	  that	  controlled	  
breathing	  and	  swallowing;	  the	  “iron	  
lung”	  was	  developed	  in	  the	  late	  1920s	  
and	  designed	  to	  force	  air	  in	  and	  out	  of	  
the	  lungs	  	  

•  Much	  remained	  mysterious	  and	  uniquely	  
frightening	  about	  “The	  Crippler,”	  yet	  the	  
experience	  of	  summer	  “polio	  seasons”	  
certainly	  reinforced	  the	  popular,	  medical	  
and	  scienMfic	  view	  of	  polio	  as	  a	  warm	  
weather	  disease	  threat	  in	  North	  America	  

Maclean’s,	  Aug.	  1,	  1948,	  p.	  7	  
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•  1947-‐48	  –	  Meanwhile,	  Dr.	  Andrew	  J.	  Rhodes,	  a	  
leading	  virologist	  specializing	  in	  polio,	  was	  
recruited	  from	  the	  U.K.	  to	  lead	  a	  comprehensive	  
research	  program	  at	  Connaught	  Medical	  Research	  
Laboratories	  of	  the	  University	  of	  Toronto	  to	  
invesMgate	  the	  virology,	  epidemiology	  and	  clinical	  
diagnosis	  of	  polio	  

•  Rhodes’	  research	  was	  funded	  by	  the	  NaMonal	  
FoundaMon	  for	  InfanMle	  Paralysis	  (U.S.	  March	  of	  
Dimes),	  Canadian	  Life	  Insurance	  Companies,	  and	  
the	  new	  Federal	  Public	  Health	  Research	  Grants	  

Sanofi	  Pasteur	  Canada	  Archives	  

Globe	  &	  Mail,	  Dec	  29,	  1948	  
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•  July	  1948	  –	  The	  origins	  of	  the	  ArcMc	  polio	  
epidemic	  were	  traced	  to	  an	  Inuit	  man	  who	  
contracted	  polio	  in	  Churchill	  from	  a	  member	  
of	  the	  Royal	  Canadian	  Air	  Force;	  the	  RCAF	  
man	  was	  taken	  to	  Winnipeg	  and	  a	  polio	  
diagnosis	  confirmed	  

•  July	  1948	  –	  A	  young	  Chippewyan	  girl	  was	  also	  
stricken	  with	  polio	  north	  of	  Churchill	  

	  
•  Sept	  1948	  –	  “Tutu,”	  a	  young	  Inuit	  hunter,	  also	  

visited	  Churchill	  and	  contracted	  polio,	  but	  
only	  showed	  sub-‐clinical	  symptoms	  

•  Tutu	  then	  took	  a	  leisurely	  trip	  home	  to	  
Eskimo	  Point,	  visiMng	  several	  camps	  and	  
se2lements	  and	  unknowingly	  spread	  the	  
poliovirus,	  not	  unlike	  an	  ArcMc	  “Typhoid	  
Mary,”	  as	  one	  newspaper	  report	  suggested	  

Canadian	  Medical	  Associa@on	  Journal,	  Oct.	  1949,	  p.	  339	  
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•  Oct	  1948	  –	  Two	  cases	  of	  paralyMc	  polio	  
developed	  in	  Nunella	  and	  three	  in	  Eskimo	  
Point	  	  

•  In	  Nunella,	  one	  case	  was	  an	  Anglican	  
missionary,	  another	  a	  naMve	  RCMP	  special	  
constable	  who	  traveled	  to	  Padlei;	  7	  paralyMc	  
cases	  developed	  in	  that	  se2lement	  by	  late	  
December,	  two	  of	  whom	  died	  	  

•  Another	  missionary,	  Father	  Dionne,	  was	  the	  
likely	  connecMon	  between	  the	  first	  outbreak	  
and	  Chesterfield	  Inlet	  	  

•  Father	  Dionne	  had	  been	  in	  Eskimo	  Point	  and	  
flew	  to	  Chesterfield	  on	  January	  28,	  but	  did	  
not	  show	  clinical	  symptoms,	  although	  he	  had	  
visited	  polio	  vicMms	  in	  Eskimo	  Point	  	  

Canadian	  Medical	  Associa@on	  Journal,	  Oct.	  1949,	  p.	  339	  
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•  Jan	  28-‐Feb	  9	  -‐	  While	  in	  Chesterfield	  Inlet,	  
Father	  Dionne	  was	  accommodated	  in	  the	  
outpost’s	  St.	  Theresa	  Hospital;	  he	  visited	  
paMents	  and	  others	  there	  and	  mingled	  among	  
the	  white	  and	  naMve	  populaMons	  before	  
returning	  to	  Eskimo	  Point	  on	  February	  9	  	  

•  Feb	  14	  –	  The	  first	  of	  many	  polio	  cases	  emerged	  
in	  Chesterfield	  Inlet	  	  

•  Within	  two	  weeks,	  15	  of	  the	  25	  Inuit	  that	  were	  
in	  the	  hospital	  developed	  polio,	  3	  of	  whom	  
died	  and	  8	  were	  paralyzed	  

•  Feb	  20	  –	  Dr.	  Joseph	  P.	  Moody,	  Medical	  Officer	  of	  
Health	  for	  the	  Eastern	  ArcMc,	  and	  resident	  
physician	  at	  Chesterfield	  Inlet,	  ordered	  the	  
quaranMne	  of	  100,000+	  sq.	  km,	  strictly	  restricMng	  
the	  movement	  of	  the	  vast	  area’s	  mostly	  Inuit	  
populaMon,	  esMmated	  to	  be	  about	  600	  

h2p://chesterfield-‐inlet.ca	  	  
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•  March	  2	  –	  A	  team	  of	  five	  doctors	  arrived	  at	  
Chesterfield	  Inlet	  	  

•  Aier	  a	  few	  days	  of	  treaMng	  cases	  in	  the	  
outpost’s	  hospital,	  invesMgaMng	  the	  
outbreak,	  and	  gathering	  specimens	  for	  
laboratory	  tests	  -‐-‐	  and	  before	  a	  major	  
blizzard	  hit	  -‐-‐	  the	  RCAF	  Dakota	  plane	  
returned	  to	  Winnipeg	  with	  the	  doctors	  and	  
13	  of	  the	  Inuit	  polio	  paMents	  for	  further	  
treatment	  at	  King	  George	  Hospital	  	  

•  There	  were	  twelve	  “stretcher	  cases,”	  the	  
oldest	  a	  45-‐year-‐old	  man,	  and	  six	  paMents	  
under	  12,	  all	  of	  whom	  would	  need	  
specialized	  physiotherapy	  	  

Toronto	  Star,	  March	  7,	  1949,	  p.	  3	  	  
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•  Jan	  –	  Mar	  1949	  –	  Meanwhile,	  in	  Toronto,	  Connie	  
Beame	  was	  juggling	  her	  job	  as	  Head	  of	  
Physiotherapy	  at	  Toronto	  East	  General	  Hospital,	  
her	  posiMon	  as	  President	  of	  the	  Toronto	  Chapter	  
of	  the	  Canadian	  Physiotherapy	  AssociaMon,	  and	  
what	  oien	  felt	  like	  the	  thankless	  job	  of	  
organizing	  the	  CPA’s	  Annual	  MeeMng	  

•  As	  she	  told	  her	  parents	  in	  a	  Jan	  12th	  le2er,	  	  

	  “Last	  night	  was	  the	  monthly	  mee@ng	  to	  plan	  the	  
programme	  for	  the	  Congress.	  I	  darn	  near	  went	  
nuts	  –	  it	  was	  just	  awful.	  The	  programme	  part	  
was	  alright	  but	  then	  they	  started	  na4ering	  about	  
salaries	  &	  ‘what	  does	  the	  C.P.A.	  do	  for	  me’	  –	  for	  3	  
hours.	  I	  arrived	  home	  with	  a	  s@ff	  back	  and	  a	  
spli=ng	  headache	  and	  I	  haven’t	  recovered	  yet.	  It	  
really	  was	  gruesome.	  There	  are	  parts	  of	  the	  
program	  I’m	  displeased	  with	  but	  then	  who	  am	  I.	  
I’ll	  just	  get	  blamed…”	  	  

C.J.	  Ru4y	  –	  “Mercy	  Mission:	  Connie	  Bea=e	  &	  Arc@c	  Polio,	  1949”	  –	  Toronto	  Medical	  Historical	  Club,	  Feb.	  22,	  2019	  	  

Courtesy	  of	  Chuck	  Beame	  



Connie	  BeaDe’s	  Adventures	  

20	  

•  Jan	  –	  Mar	  1949	  –	  Connie	  was	  also	  juggling	  what	  
appeared	  from	  her	  le2ers	  to	  be	  quite	  the	  busy	  
social	  life	  of	  a	  24-‐year-‐old	  working	  woman	  in	  
Toronto,	  living	  in	  her	  own	  apartment	  with	  a	  
room-‐mate,	  oien	  visiMng	  her	  many	  friends,	  in	  
addiMon	  to	  her	  fiancée,	  Dr.	  William	  Guthrie	  
Grant,	  who	  was	  the	  same	  age	  as	  Connie	  

•  A	  third-‐generaMon	  doctor,	  Guthrie	  graduated	  
from	  University	  of	  Toronto	  Medicine	  in	  1947	  and	  
joined	  the	  Brooklin	  Medical	  Centre	  (near	  
Whitby/Oshawa);	  he	  would	  become	  a	  
disMnguished	  physician	  and	  surgeon	  and	  
Brooklin’s	  country	  doctor	  

C.J.	  Ru4y	  –	  “Mercy	  Mission:	  Connie	  Bea=e	  &	  Arc@c	  Polio,	  1949”	  –	  Toronto	  Medical	  Historical	  Club,	  Feb.	  22,	  2019	  	  
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•  Jan	  –	  Mar	  1949	  –	  Connie	  was	  also	  juggling	  what	  
appeared	  from	  her	  le2ers	  to	  be	  quite	  the	  busy	  
social	  life	  of	  a	  24-‐year-‐old	  working	  woman	  in	  
Toronto,	  living	  in	  her	  own	  apartment	  with	  a	  
room-‐mate,	  oien	  visiMng	  her	  many	  friends,	  in	  
addiMon	  to	  her	  fiancée,	  William	  Guthrie	  Grant,	  
who	  was	  the	  same	  age	  as	  Connie	  

•  A	  third-‐generaMon	  doctor,	  Guthrie	  graduated	  
from	  University	  of	  Toronto	  Medicine	  in	  1947	  and	  
joined	  the	  Brooklin	  Medical	  Centre	  (near	  
Whitby/Oshawa);	  he	  would	  become	  a	  
disMnguished	  physician	  and	  surgeon	  and	  
Brooklin’s	  country	  doctor	  

•  March	  10th	  le1er	  to	  Mum	  &	  Dad:	  “Guthrie	  arrived	  over	  unexpectedly.	  I	  gave	  him	  dinner	  
(steak	  and	  fresh	  frozen	  peas	  –	  that’s	  so	  difficult	  to	  prepare!	  But	  at	  least	  I	  got	  my	  vitamins)	  
then	  we	  went	  to	  see	  ‘Every	  Girl	  Should	  be	  Married’	  with	  Cary	  Grant	  –	  it	  was	  entertaining.	  
Aberwards	  we	  dropped	  by	  at	  the	  Silver	  Rail	  for	  a	  rye	  and	  the	  host	  kindly	  touched	  my	  arm	  
and	  said	  ‘How	  old	  are	  you	  my	  dear?’	  So	  I	  slipped	  him	  five	  bucks	  and	  went	  on	  in!!”	  	  

C.J.	  Ru4y	  –	  “Mercy	  Mission:	  Connie	  Bea=e	  &	  Arc@c	  Polio,	  1949”	  –	  Toronto	  Medical	  Historical	  Club,	  Feb.	  22,	  2019	  	  



Connie	  BeaDe’s	  Adventures	  

22	  

•  Mid-‐March	  –	  	  There	  had	  been	  some	  60	  
polio	  cases	  in	  an	  Inuit	  populaMon	  of	  
about	  275,	  with	  38	  having	  definite	  
paralysis	  and	  13	  died	  from	  respiratory	  
complicaMons;	  there	  were	  no	  iron	  lungs	  
available	  	  

•  Yet,	  according	  to	  Dr.	  Moody	  (right),	  the	  
majority	  of	  cases	  were	  not	  seriously	  
paralyzed,	  most	  with	  one	  or	  more	  
extremiMes	  or	  back	  muscles	  affected	  by	  
weakness	  or	  paralysis	  	  

•  He	  thought	  that	  several	  cases	  would	  
benefit	  from	  physiotherapy,	  but	  advised	  
against	  evacuaMng	  them	  to	  Winnipeg	  	  

•  Instead,	  he	  suggested	  that	  temporary	  assistance	  by	  a	  person	  trained	  in	  orthopaedic	  
exercises	  would	  be	  essenMal	  for	  a	  successful	  outcome	  in	  many	  of	  the	  cases	  	  

Library	  &	  Archives	  Canada,	  e010983693	  

C.J.	  Ru4y	  –	  “Mercy	  Mission:	  Connie	  Bea=e	  &	  Arc@c	  Polio,	  1949”	  –	  Toronto	  Medical	  Historical	  Club,	  Feb.	  22,	  2019	  	  



Connie	  BeaDe’s	  Adventures	  

23	  

•  1949	  -‐	  Physiotherapy	  in	  Canada	  was	  a	  growing	  
specialty	  in	  medicine,	  fuelled	  by	  post-‐war	  demand	  
for	  veterans’	  rehabilitaMon,	  as	  well	  as	  by	  the	  
mounMng	  toll	  of	  children	  and	  adults	  affected	  by	  
polio	  

•  1918-‐20	  -‐	  Physiotherapy	  generally	  recognized	  in	  
Canada	  aier	  WWI,	  although	  only	  BriMsh-‐trained	  
physios	  in	  Canada;	  Military	  Hospitals	  Commission	  
organized	  courses	  

•  1920	  –	  Graduates	  banded	  together	  to	  form	  the	  
Canadian	  Physiotherapy	  AssociaMon	  	  

•  1929	  –	  University	  of	  Toronto	  opened	  an	  undergraduate	  course	  in	  Physiotherapy	  with	  
10	  students;	  Connie’s	  1945	  class	  had	  40	  graduates	  

•  1950	  -‐	  	  UofT’s	  course	  taken	  under	  jurisdicMon	  of	  Faculty	  of	  Medicine	  and	  combined	  
with	  exisMng	  course	  in	  OccupaMonal	  Therapy	  

J.	  Canadian	  Physiotherapy	  Assoc.,	  Sept	  1949	  
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•  Connie	  Beame	  was	  the	  ideal	  person	  for	  the	  
physiotherapy	  job	  in	  Chesterfield	  Inlet,	  and	  
she	  was	  truly	  excited	  about	  the	  opportunity,	  
which	  would	  involve	  a	  4-‐month	  commitment	  

•  Her	  parents,	  especially	  her	  Dad,	  had	  some	  
concerns,	  but	  Connie	  assured	  them	  in	  a	  March	  
31st	  le2er	  that	  Chesterfield	  Inlet	  was	  on	  the	  
same	  laMtude	  as	  southern	  Alaska,	  and	  going	  
there	  wouldn’t	  worry	  them;	  “hundreds	  of	  
people	  do	  it”	  

“Now	  don’t	  misunderstand	  me.	  I	  don’t	  feature	  this	  as	  any	  
bed	  of	  roses	  –	  there	  are	  18	  Eskimos	  there	  for	  treatment	  
and	  that’s	  no	  joke	  but	  do	  feel	  it’s	  a	  chance	  of	  a	  life@me	  so	  
please	  try	  to	  see	  my	  way.	  So	  far	  as	  contrac@ng	  the	  disease	  
there	  is	  no	  more	  possibility	  of	  that	  than	  there	  is	  around	  
here.	  I	  treat	  them	  just	  in	  the	  course	  of	  a	  day’s	  work	  –	  and	  
the	  epidemic	  is	  over	  there	  the	  same	  as	  here.	  It’s	  simply	  
another	  job	  in	  a	  new	  locale.”	  The	  Na@ve	  Voice,	  April	  1949,	  p.	  6	  

C.J.	  Ru4y	  –	  “Mercy	  Mission:	  Connie	  Bea=e	  &	  Arc@c	  Polio,	  1949”	  –	  Toronto	  Medical	  Historical	  Club,	  Feb.	  22,	  2019	  	  



Connie	  BeaDe’s	  Adventures	  

25	  

•  March	  31	  -‐	  As	  Connie	  added	  in	  her	  
le2er	  to	  her	  parents,	  	  

	  
“The	  Congress	  is	  tomorrow	  and	  
Saturday	  and	  I	  haven’t	  had	  a	  spare	  
minute	  since	  I	  last	  wrote.	  I	  hate	  
myself	  but	  you’ve	  no	  idea	  what	  a	  job	  
it’s	  been	  –	  all	  the	  things	  that	  can	  go	  
wrong.	  The	  phone	  here	  rings	  off	  the	  
wall	  all	  day	  and	  then	  here	  at	  home	  all	  
night.	  It’s	  really	  been	  quite	  
something.	  

“I	  hope	  you	  won’t	  be	  too	  mad	  at	  me.	  
It	  really	  isn’t	  the	  least	  bit	  dangerous	  
and	  want	  you	  to	  be	  excited	  like	  I	  am	  
at	  a	  wonderful	  opportunity	  –	  please.”	  
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•  April	  19	  –	  Connie’s	  ArcMc	  
adventure	  actually	  began	  in	  
Winnipeg,	  spending	  four	  days	  
in	  residence	  at	  the	  King	  
George	  Hospital	  assisMng	  
with	  the	  care	  of	  the	  13	  Inuit	  
polio	  paMents	  who	  had	  been	  
brought	  from	  Chesterfield	  
Inlet	  

•  But	  as	  she	  noted	  in	  a	  le2er	  
published	  in	  the	  Journal	  of	  
the	  Canadian	  Physiotherapy	  
Associa@on,	  there	  had	  
essenMally	  been	  “no	  Physio”	  
provided	  so	  far.	  The	  hospital	  
desperately	  needed	  a	  
physiotherapist,	  “especially	  
with	  their	  Eskimo	  wards”	  	  

•  Connie	  focused	  most	  of	  her	  a2enMon	  on	  two	  of	  
the	  Inuit	  boys,	  6-‐year-‐old	  George	  Tanniak,	  and	  
5-‐year-‐old	  Simeone	  Yerak,	  who	  she	  would	  
accompany	  back	  to	  Chesterfield	  Inlet	  for	  
addiMonal	  physiotherapy	  	  
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•  April	  20,	  Connie’s	  le1er	  to	  her	  
parents,	  

“The	  Eskimos	  are	  surprisingly	  good	  
for	  such	  a	  short	  period	  of	  @me	  –	  
each	  and	  every	  one	  of	  them	  with	  
measles	  –	  and	  just	  feeling	  
miserable.	  They	  are	  all	  children	  but	  
2	  who	  are	  32	  &	  44	  I	  think	  they	  said.	  
They	  are	  a	  happy	  people	  –	  one	  
Augus@ne	  is	  a	  li4le	  devil	  he	  just	  lies	  
in	  bed	  and	  giggles	  –	  his	  eyes	  are	  
such	  @ny	  slits	  you’d	  wonder	  what	  he	  
could	  possibly	  see	  out	  of	  them	  –	  
whatever	  it	  is	  he	  loves	  it.	  There	  are	  
just	  2	  li4le	  girls	  and	  a	  li4le	  Indian	  
girl	  who	  arrived	  aber	  the	  Eskimos.”	  	  
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•  April	  25,	  Connie’s	  le1er	  from	  Churchill,	  

“We	  leb	  Winnipeg	  about	  2:30	  yesterday	  
complete	  with	  George	  &	  Simeoni	  our	  two	  
returning	  Eskimos	  and	  landed	  here	  at	  6	  
o’clock.	  It	  was	  a	  Dakota	  by	  the	  way	  as	  
everyone	  said	  it	  would	  be	  and	  a	  very	  easy	  
trip.	  Specially	  since	  I	  found	  myself	  a	  nice	  quiet	  
spot,	  stretched	  out	  and	  slept	  the	  whole	  way.”	  	  

“We	  are	  grounded	  here	  un@l	  to-‐
morrow	  because	  of	  snow	  but	  expect	  
it	  will	  be	  clear	  by	  mid-‐night	  tonight.	  
Actually	  it’s	  been	  wonderful	  for	  me	  
because	  I’ve	  had	  more	  peace	  since	  I	  
leb	  home.	  I	  was	  so	  busy	  in	  ‘peg	  
ge=ng	  last	  minute	  stuff	  that	  I	  never	  
once	  relaxed.”	  	  
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•  April	  27,	  Connie’s	  le1er	  from	  Chesterfield	  Inlet,	  

“Well	  here	  I	  are	  –	  very	  comfortably	  ensconced	  in	  
the	  mission	  hospital	  in	  the	  nicest	  room	  I’ve	  seen	  
in	  the	  community	  although	  I’d	  rather	  not	  be	  in	  
the	  hospital…	  In	  fact	  it’s	  a	  good	  deal	  more	  
comfortable	  than	  the	  set-‐up	  in	  Winnipeg	  &	  so	  far	  
the	  meals	  have	  been	  be4er.	  We	  had	  caribou	  
steak	  at	  noon	  to-‐day	  &	  it	  was	  very	  good	  –	  
rhubarb	  pie	  for	  dessert	  &	  noodle	  soup	  
beforehand.	  Hardships.	  I	  don’t	  know	  the	  temp,	  
so	  I	  can’t	  give	  it	  to	  you	  but	  the	  houses	  are	  oil	  
heated	  &	  so	  far	  more	  cozy	  that	  any	  of	  the	  
boarding	  houses	  I	  had	  in	  Toronto.	  	  

“We	  arrived	  yesterday	  abernoon	  as	  you	  no	  
doubt	  heard	  via	  O4awa.	  The	  doctors	  are	  in	  un@l	  
Friday	  as	  the	  weather	  has	  closed	  down	  again	  &	  
the	  air-‐strip	  is	  too	  sob	  for	  a	  Dakota.”	  
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•  April	  27,	  Connie’s	  le1er	  from	  Chesterfield	  Inlet,	  

“There	  is	  a	  great	  deal	  to	  tell,	  I	  
scarcely	  know	  where	  to	  
begin.	  First	  of	  all	  I’d	  be4er	  
warn	  you	  that	  the	  last	  
scheduled	  plane	  before	  the	  
boat	  comes	  in	  in	  about	  2	  
weeks.	  So	  aber	  that	  if	  you	  
don’t	  hear	  from	  me	  simply	  
assume	  no	  news	  is	  good	  news	  
for	  I	  will	  have	  no	  way	  of	  
contac@ng	  you	  unless	  by	  the	  
occasional	  wire.	  I	  will	  try	  to	  
get	  mail	  out	  with	  whoever	  
comes	  in	  unscheduled	  but	  
that	  is	  unreliable.”	  	  	  
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•  April	  27,	  Connie’s	  le1er	  from	  Chesterfield	  Inlet,	  

“The	  nuns	  as	  we	  suspected	  
speak	  only	  French	  except	  the	  
superior	  who	  has	  a	  
sma4ering	  of	  English.	  
Actually	  its	  an	  excellent	  
opportunity	  for	  me	  to	  learn	  
the	  language.	  Eskimo	  script	  
is	  fun	  not	  extremely	  
prac@cal.	  They	  are	  very	  nice	  
all	  of	  them.	  There	  are	  2	  
fathers	  &	  1	  brother.	  The	  head	  
Father	  is	  a	  redhead	  with	  a	  
full	  red	  beard!	  

“Dr.	  Moody	  [lei]	  is	  a	  
very	  good	  looking	  35-‐
yr-‐old	  or	  thereabouts.	  
He	  has	  a	  blonde	  wife	  
and	  daughter	  &	  a	  10	  
month-‐old	  son.”	  	  
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•  April	  27,	  Connie’s	  le1er	  from	  Chesterfield	  Inlet,	  

“There	  is	  electricity	  
in	  all	  the	  homes	  and	  
running	  water	  in	  
most	  although	  not	  
flushing	  johns.	  The	  
construc@on	  
however	  is	  similar	  –	  
just	  don’t	  flush	  them	  
if	  you	  follow	  me	  -‐	  &	  
of	  course	  they	  are	  
inside.”	  	   “They	  are	  taking	  out	  4	  more	  Eskimos	  

to	  facilitate	  treatment	  here	  &	  that	  
leaves	  me,	  at	  the	  moment	  with	  9	  not	  
to	  badly	  affected.	  They	  expect	  more	  in	  
from	  the	  country	  but	  can’t	  find	  them	  
at	  the	  minute	  as	  they	  are	  following	  
the	  caribou	  herds.”	  	  
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•  Connie	  se2led	  into	  her	  new	  life	  in	  
Chesterfield	  Inlet	  quite	  smoothly,	  taking	  lots	  
of	  pictures	  and	  gemng	  along	  well	  with	  the	  
unique	  blend	  of	  people	  there:	  	  

•  Nuns,	  Brothers,	  radio	  operators,	  RCMP	  
detachment	  officers,	  Dr.	  Moody	  and	  his	  
family,	  and	  the	  local	  Inuit	  community	  and	  the	  
polio	  paMents	  she	  cared	  for	  

•  Everyone	  quickly	  became	  very	  fond	  of	  Connie;	  
to	  the	  local	  Inuit,	  she	  was	  “Isuaksiajikulaq,”	  or	  
“young	  doctor”	  

•  They	  also	  called	  her	  “Noo-‐Kee-‐Lee-‐Ree-‐Jay”	  
which	  means,	  “the	  one	  who	  works	  with	  
nerve.	  I	  guess	  they	  forgot	  the	  muscle	  but	  
that’s	  very	  discerning	  of	  them	  anyhow	  I	  
thought”	  	  	  
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•  She	  did	  remarkable	  therapeuMc	  work	  among	  
the	  40	  polio	  paMents	  lei	  with	  residual	  
paralysis	  in	  the	  area,	  providing	  therapy	  to	  
paMents	  in	  the	  hospital	  and	  in	  their	  igloos,	  
based	  on	  the	  Sister	  Kenny	  method	  

•  Sister	  Elizabeth	  Kenny	  was	  a	  Australian	  nurse	  
who	  revoluMonized	  the	  treatment	  of	  polio	  
paMents,	  especially	  in	  North	  America	  during	  
the	  1940s,	  based	  on	  a	  mix	  of	  acMve/passive	  
physiotherapy	  and	  the	  use	  of	  “hot-‐packs”	  to	  
sMmulate	  muscle	  re-‐educaMon	  	  

•  In	  a	  le2er	  home,	  Connie	  stressed,	  “ArcMc	  or	  
no	  ArcMc,	  I	  am	  sMll	  hotpacking!”	  	  

•  She	  oien	  had	  to	  melt	  snow	  when	  water	  was	  
needed	  for	  the	  hot	  packs	  

Courtesy	  of	  Chuck	  Beame	  
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•  Connie’s	  workload	  in	  the	  hospital	  varied,	  with	  it	  someMmes	  fairly	  light,	  
leaving	  her	  Mme	  to	  visit	  Inuit	  families,	  exploring	  the	  area,	  trying	  local	  
foods,	  and	  surprising	  herself	  with	  how	  quickly	  she	  was	  learning	  the	  
language	  and	  gemng	  used	  to	  the	  weather	  

•  She	  also	  spend	  considerable	  Mme	  with	  a	  resident	  southern	  couple,	  Rita	  
and	  Jack	  Koehler,	  becoming	  quite	  close	  with	  Rita,	  who	  reminded	  Connie	  
of	  her	  mother,	  especially	  because	  of	  her	  cooking	  
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•  Connie	  took	  lots	  of	  photos,	  planning	  a	  picture/book	  project	  about	  her	  Mme	  
in	  the	  ArcMc.	  The	  Brockville	  Kawanis	  Club	  invited	  her	  to	  speak.	  As	  she	  told	  
her	  parents,	  “I	  really	  don’t	  think	  I’ll	  have	  anything	  to	  say	  that	  will	  keep	  
them	  at	  all	  fascinated	  but	  I	  didn’t	  see	  how	  I	  could	  very	  well	  refuse.”	  

•  She	  sent	  her	  negaMves	  home	  with	  detailed	  descripMons	  in	  le2ers	  of	  each	  
shot.	  Connie	  oien	  had	  others	  take	  pictures	  of	  her	  and	  was	  fascinated	  by	  
the	  home	  movies	  Dr.	  Moody	  made.	  

Courtesy	  of	  Chuck	  Beame	  
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•  And	  as	  she	  told	  her	  parents	  in	  a	  June	  22nd	  le2er,	  	  

“Father	  Chocque	  lent	  me	  his	  camera	  to	  take	  some	  colour	  film	  while	  there	  was	  s@ll	  snow	  
around…	  I	  hope	  at	  least	  some	  of	  them	  turn	  out	  so	  you	  can	  get	  an	  idea	  of	  the	  gorgeous	  
blue	  cast	  to	  the	  snow.	  I	  believe	  it	  will	  be	  slightly	  exaggerated	  in	  the	  pictures.”	  	  
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•  While	  Connie	  Beame	  was	  applying	  her	  
physiotherapy	  skills	  to	  the	  Inuit	  who	  
had	  been	  stricken	  by	  polio,	  
considerable	  work	  was	  conducted	  at	  
Connaught	  Laboratories	  in	  Toronto,	  
led	  by	  Dr.	  Andrew	  Rhodes	  

•  April	  1949	  -‐	  Rhodes	  confirmed	  the	  
presence	  of	  the	  poliovirus	  in	  
specimens	  recovered	  from	  5	  of	  the	  
fatal	  Inuit	  cases	  	  

•  There	  was	  now	  no	  doubt	  about	  the	  
polio	  diagnosis,	  but	  how	  to	  explain	  
“the	  crippler”	  striking	  under	  such	  
unusual	  geographic	  and	  climate	  
condiMons	  and	  striking	  this	  “primiMve”	  
and	  largely	  nomadic	  populaMon	  with	  
such	  severity?	  	  
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•  It	  soon	  became	  clear	  to	  Rhodes	  that	  polio	  
epidemics	  had	  very	  li2le	  to	  do	  with	  
geography	  or	  a	  summer	  “polio	  season”	  	  

•  Indeed,	  the	  ArcMc	  polio	  experience	  
underscored	  “that	  poliomyeliMs	  anMbody	  
is	  universally	  present	  in	  human	  
communiMes,	  and	  that	  by	  inference	  
poliomyeliMs	  virus	  is	  likewise	  widely	  
distributed”	  	  

•  But	  this	  distribuMon	  had	  significant	  
demographic	  and	  geographic	  gaps	  in	  
countries	  with	  the	  most	  advanced	  public	  
health	  infrastructures,	  in	  which	  polio	  
epidemics	  were	  generated	  

•  Such	  insights	  into	  the	  immunology	  and	  
epidemiology	  of	  polio	  were	  significant	  to	  
acceleraMng	  progress	  toward	  a	  polio	  
vaccine	  
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•  Aier	  a	  fairly	  quiet	  spring	  and	  early	  
summer,	  Connie	  was	  surprised	  to	  learn	  
that	  she	  would	  be	  leaving	  two	  weeks	  
earlier	  than	  expected,	  although	  she	  was	  
eager	  to	  get	  home	  as	  she	  had	  wedding	  
plans	  to	  figure	  out	  

•  The	  earlier	  departure	  was	  to	  facilitate	  the	  
flight	  plan	  of	  the	  RCAF	  Canso	  amphibious	  
aircrai	  that	  would	  first	  transfer	  several	  
federal	  transportaMon	  department	  
personnel	  at	  a	  remote	  weather	  staMon	  on	  
Baffin	  Island,	  before	  stopping	  in	  
Chesterfield	  Inlet	  and	  heading	  for	  
Winnipeg	  on	  Aug	  21	  

•  It	  was	  a	  scramble	  gemng	  ready	  to	  leave	  earlier	  than	  planned,	  although	  
Connie	  didn’t	  tell	  her	  parents	  she	  was	  heading	  home.	  She’d	  wait	  unMl	  
gemng	  to	  Winnipeg,	  “as	  Mother	  would	  worry	  herself	  sick.”	  	  
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•  Although	  Connie	  had	  completed	  her	  ArcMc	  
assignment,	  and	  eight	  of	  the	  most	  serious	  
polio	  cases	  would	  accompany	  her	  on	  the	  
flight	  to	  Winnipeg,	  as	  Dr.	  Moody	  later	  wrote	  
in	  his	  book,	  Arc@c	  Doctor,	  “we	  dreaded	  
having	  her	  go	  back	  to	  civilizaMon”	  	  

“The	  evacuaMon	  of	  eight	  paralyzed	  Eskimos	  
was	  a	  piMful	  sight.	  Many	  young	  men,	  
formerly	  great	  hunters,	  were	  carried	  out	  
with	  arms	  and	  legs	  dangling	  helplessly.”	  	  

•  The	  remaining	  Inuit	  grieved	  as	  they	  watched	  
their	  friends	  and	  family	  members	  carried	  
onto	  the	  canoe	  that	  took	  them	  to	  the	  plane	  	  

•  Several	  of	  the	  children	  resisted	  unMl	  they	  
understood	  that	  Connie	  would	  also	  be	  going	  

•  Everyone	  finally	  waved	  a	  cheery	  farewell	  and	  “Miss	  Beame	  waved	  back	  bravely	  
and	  laughed	  and	  called	  out	  something	  about	  seeing	  us	  again”	  	  
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•  Aug	  21	  –	  The	  first	  leg	  of	  the	  trip	  was	  to	  Churchill	  to	  pick	  up	  some	  
addiMonal	  passengers	  before	  the	  flight	  to	  Winnipeg	  

•  In	  addiMon	  to	  Connie	  and	  eight	  Inuit	  “crippled	  by	  polio,”	  on	  the	  flight	  there	  was	  a	  crew	  
of	  seven,	  a	  noted	  newspaper	  reporter	  returning	  from	  a	  northern	  assignment,	  and	  four	  
federal	  transportaMon	  department	  inspectors	  on	  their	  way	  home	  aier	  long	  duty	  
spells	  in	  northern	  outposts	  	  	  
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•  Aug	  22	  -‐	  Connie	  Beame’s	  
smiling	  face	  dominated	  the	  
front	  page	  of	  the	  Toronto	  
Star,	  but	  it	  was	  placed	  below	  
an	  alarming	  headline…	  	  

•  Like	  the	  news	  of	  
the	  ArcMc	  polio	  
epidemic	  itself,	  
news	  of	  the	  
missing	  “mercy	  
flight”	  spread	  
quickly	  in	  the	  
North	  American	  
press	  	  

•  Hopeful	  the	  plane	  
landed	  on	  one	  of	  the	  
numerous	  lakes	  of	  
northern	  Manitoba,	  an	  
intensive	  search	  effort	  
was	  launched…	  	  
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•  The	  next	  morning,	  
newspapers	  reported	  
the	  grim	  news	  that	  
the	  Canso	  had	  
crashed	  and	  all	  21	  on	  
board	  were	  very	  likely	  
killed	  	  

•  Aug	  23	  -‐	  The	  front	  
page	  of	  the	  Toronto	  
Star	  again	  featured	  
Connie	  Beame,	  the	  
“pre2y	  
physiotherapist”	  in	  
her	  graduaMon	  photo,	  
along	  with	  a	  picture	  
of	  her	  fiancé,	  Dr.	  
Guthrie	  Grant	  	  
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•  As	  soon	  as	  he	  heard	  the	  plane	  
was	  missing,	  Grant	  had	  set	  out	  
on	  a	  Trenton-‐based	  RCAF	  
search	  plane	  for	  Winnipeg,	  
although	  by	  the	  Mme	  he	  arrived	  
he	  knew	  the	  plane	  had	  been	  
found	  with	  no	  signs	  of	  life	  	  

“It	  had	  been	  a	  cold,	  impersonal	  
drama	  un@l	  that	  moment	  –	  
Grim-‐faced	  fliers	  glanced	  at	  the	  
silent,	  tweed-‐jacketed	  figure	  in	  
the	  corner	  incuriously.	  They	  
were	  searching	  for	  21	  human	  
beings;	  that	  was	  all.	  

But	  the	  story	  of	  Dr.	  Grant	  was	  spreading	  and	  the	  
lonely	  figure	  assumed	  more	  importance.	  This	  was	  
the	  fiancé	  of	  that	  girl	  in	  the	  plane	  –	  the	  
physiotherapist	  who	  spent	  all	  that	  @me	  caring	  for	  
Eskimos	  in	  a	  polio-‐infested	  Arc@c	  outpost…”	  	  
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•  Aug	  24	  –	  While	  iniMal	  reports	  
suggested	  the	  crash	  site	  was	  
li2le	  more	  than	  burned-‐out	  
wreckage,	  a	  reporter’s	  first	  hand	  
account	  described	  a	  gruesome	  
scene	  of	  mangled	  wreckage	  and	  
muMlated	  bodies	  with	  minimal	  
signs	  of	  fire	  	  

•  His	  report	  included	  photos	  
showing	  personal	  effects	  strewn	  
about	  the	  scene,	  including	  
several	  that	  had	  clearly	  belonged	  
to	  Connie:	  a	  pair	  of	  high-‐heeled	  
shoes,	  women’s	  magazines,	  a	  
pocket	  camera	  that	  had	  sprung	  
open	  exposing	  its	  film,	  and	  
several	  photographs	  of	  Inuit	  
people	  she	  had	  taken	  	  

Toronto	  Star,	  Aug.	  24,	  1949,	  p.	  25	  	  
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•  In	  contrast	  to	  the	  personal	  details	  
given	  about	  the	  white	  vicMms	  of	  the	  
crash,	  the	  extensive	  newspaper	  
coverage	  said	  very	  li2le	  about	  the	  
plane’s	  Inuit	  passengers,	  other	  than	  to	  
note	  that	  their	  bodies	  were	  taken	  for	  
burial	  near	  Norway	  House	  at	  the	  head	  
of	  Lake	  Winnipeg	  	  

•  Aug	  25	  -‐	  An	  arMcle	  in	  the	  Toronto	  Star	  seems	  to	  have	  
been	  the	  only	  contemporary	  report	  to	  publish	  the	  
names	  of	  the	  Inuit	  vicMms	  of	  the	  crash	  

•  However,	  their	  relaMves	  in	  the	  Chesterfield	  Inlet	  area	  
were	  not	  told	  of	  the	  unmarked	  mass	  grave	  	  

•  The	  burial	  locaMon	  would	  not	  be	  discovered	  unMl	  
some	  60	  years	  aier	  the	  tragedy.	  A	  grandson	  of	  one	  of	  
the	  crash	  vicMms	  tracked	  it	  down	  	  

Toronto	  Star,	  Aug.	  25,	  1949,	  p.	  7	  	  
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Chesterfield	  Inlet	  

Churchill	  

Churchill	  

Norway	  House	  
(Inuit	  crash	  vicMm’s	  
mass	  grave)	  

Winnipeg	  

Crash	  Site	  

•  Thanks	  to	  the	  efforts	  of	  Connie’s	  nephew,	  Chuck	  
Beame	  (who	  also	  provided	  Connie’s	  le2ers	  and	  
photos),	  the	  crash	  site	  has	  been	  located:	  450	  km	  
north	  of	  Winnipeg	  /	  530	  km	  south	  of	  Churchill	  
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•  Connnie	  Beame’s	  personal	  story	  of	  heroism	  
and	  service	  in	  response	  to	  the	  ArcMc	  polio	  
tragedy,	  coupled	  with	  her	  personal	  tragedy	  
while	  compleMng	  this	  service,	  was	  
especially	  poignant	  as	  it	  played	  out	  
prominently	  in	  the	  Canadian	  press	  	  

•  Her	  death	  hit	  her	  fellow	  “physios”	  
especially	  hard	  	  

•  Indeed,	  “she	  had	  served	  where	  no	  physio	  
had	  served	  before”	  	  

•  Her	  legacy	  has	  lived	  on	  to	  this	  day,	  most	  
notably	  with	  the	  establishment	  of	  the	  
“Constance	  Beame	  Memorial	  Fund”	  
bursary	  program	  by	  the	  Canadian	  
Physiotherapy	  AssociaMon	  	  
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•  The	  fund	  was	  designed	  to	  support	  post-‐
graduate	  training	  in	  physiotherapy,	  originally	  
with	  preference	  for	  work	  in	  the	  treatment	  of	  
polio.	  Fundraising	  dances	  at	  the	  University	  of	  
Toronto	  organized	  by	  physiotherapy	  students	  
and	  concerts	  helped	  launch	  the	  fund,	  and	  the	  
bursary	  program	  has	  conMnued	  to	  the	  present	  
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•  1950	  -‐	  A	  memorial	  iniMaMve	  was	  also	  
undertaken	  in	  Brockville,	  led	  by	  the	  
local	  Rotary	  Club,	  to	  construct	  an	  arts	  
and	  crais	  building	  at	  “Merrywood	  of	  
the	  Rideau”	  camp	  for	  disabled	  children	  
near	  Perth,	  Ontario	  	  

•  With	  most	  of	  the	  children	  using	  the	  
new	  building	  having	  been	  affected	  by	  
polio,	  as	  was	  noted	  in	  a	  local	  
newspaper	  report,	  “it	  is	  indeed	  fimng	  
that	  this	  addiMon	  be	  a	  memorial	  to	  
‘Connie’	  who	  gave	  her	  life	  to	  treat	  
polio-‐infected	  Eskimos”	  	  
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•  The	  ArcMc	  polio	  epidemic	  and	  
its	  aiermath	  certainly	  weighed	  
very	  heavily	  on	  the	  Inuit,	  who	  
would	  refuse	  all	  medical	  
evacuaMons	  for	  a	  long	  Mme	  	  

•  As	  Dr.	  Moody	  put	  it	  in	  his	  book,	  
Arc@c	  Doctor	  (first	  published	  in	  
1955),	  “this	  great	  disaster	  
pursued	  the	  Eskimos	  like	  a	  
nemesis.	  By	  direct	  acMon,	  it	  
had	  crippled	  a	  race.	  Indirectly,	  
it	  had	  been	  responsible	  for	  a	  
plane	  crash	  that	  added	  another	  
blow	  to	  the	  thinning	  of	  the	  
ranks	  of	  the	  coastal	  and	  
Caribou	  Eskimos”	  	  
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•  However,	  amidst	  all	  the	  tragedy	  
surrounding	  this	  unique	  epidemic,	  
much	  of	  scienMfic	  significance	  was	  
learned	  about	  the	  epidemiology	  of	  
polio,	  and	  especially	  about	  its	  
immunology,	  that	  would	  ulMmately	  
prove	  very	  valuable	  to	  the	  
development	  of	  polio	  vaccines,	  a	  
essenMal	  role	  in	  which	  played	  by	  
Canadian	  scienMsts	  like	  Dr.	  Andrew	  
Rhodes	  and	  Connaught	  
Laboratories	  
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This	  presentaMon	  is	  an	  extension	  of	  my	  arMcle	  published	  in	  
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