
By Christopher J. Rutty, Ph.D.
Professional Medical/Public Health Historian

Health Heritage Research Services
http://healthheritageresearch.com

& Adjunct Professor 
Dalla Lana School of Public Health, 

University of Toronto
Jane’s Walk via Zoom, May 8 & 9, 2021

Jane’s Walk: 
Banting & Best Insulin Discovery Tour;

The Road to the MaRS Exhibit

http://healthheritageresearch.com


2



Introduction

3



4



5

October 2011 – “Insulin: Toronto’s Gift to the 
World” exhibit opened during 90th anniversary
• Lead by University of Toronto Faculty of 

Medicine & University Health Network
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Globe, Aug. 1, 1923

Toronto Star, 
Nov. 29, 1923
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Medical Building

YMCA Building

Toronto Fire Map, 1924
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Toronto Fire Map, 1924 Medical Building

YMCA Building

School of Hygiene Building site
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Fall 1923 – June 1927 – Insulin 
produced by Connaught Labs in 
former YMCA Building
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From G.A. Wrenshall, W.R. Feasby, The Story of Insulin: 
Forty Years of Success Against Diabetes (London, 1962)
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1927 - 1970 – Insulin produced by 
Connaught Labs in School of 
Hygiene (FitzGerald) Building
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